
The last to come in the Steam Times series is a production that looks at predominantly 
regular service steam in the other States of Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom 
and Germany. Steam Times 5 will present a truly fascinating variety of steam at work, 
all with sound, of course! Also possibly appearing will be DVD versions of the popular 
RailView series, which were produced from 1993 until 1999, covering the then contemporary 
Australian railway scene from 1987 to 1989 and 1992 to 1999. Whether this series will 
actually come out on DVD depends on whether it is seen to be financially viable. It is almost 
certain, however, that RailView 13, looking at NSW from 1989 until 1991, will be produced 
in DVD, to fill in the gap that presently exists.

A. Astle

################################################

Steam Times 4

From

TRAINS ALIVE

“This is what it was like!”

Background Notes  -  Steam Times 4  (Compiled November 2005) 

Welcome to Steam Times 4, the fourth in a series of DVDs looking at railway operations, 
from a trackside point of view, in NSW, other States of Australia, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom and Germany, at various times during the period from the late 1950s to the 1970s. 
The main subject of the series is steam in normal everyday duties, before the final moves to 
full dieselisation and/or electrification. Steam Times 4 looks at the Northern Division of the 
NSW Railways, north from Broadmeadow/Newcastle, from 1957 to 1972.

First of all, a few remarks about archival films, their transfer to video, and some other 
matters:

(1) Steam Times productions were all mastered from the non-professional film, Standard 
8. Standard 8 is a very small gauge and runs at 16 frames per second, as against 16mm’s 24 
frames per second and TV’s 25 frames per second, so that definition and steadiness will not 
be up to 16mm and TV standards, but viewers will find it quite satisfactory as long as they do 
not sit close to the screen. Most of the very few extant movies of the steam era were taken by 
amateurs, not professionals, and most of us simply could not afford the relatively huge cost 
of 16 mm; 8mm was the norm. In addition, like most of my few contemporaries who were 
taking movie film, I did not use a tripod very often and had never heard of monopods! But I 
had a reasonably steady hand, so there is relatively little unsteadiness.

(2) All film can deteriorate with age, and since the original footage in Steam Times 
productions varies from 33 to 48 years old, there are scenes where it is obvious that 
deterioration has occurred, especially with colour rendition in Agfa or Ansco films. 
Kodachrome’s keeping qualities were much better, as it has turned out, but it was more 
expensive! There is a limit to how much one can digitally remedy deteriorated colour, any 
enhancement often having unwanted side effects! In some shots, especially older ones, there 
are scratches, blobs etc. All the film used in the production of this DVD was cleaned before 
being transferred to digital tape, using the chemical techniques available, but some film 
remained almost as “dirty” as before! The sophisticated cleaning methods used in the U.S 
were not available to amateurs in Australia, as far as I know, and additional chemical cleaning 
was not feasible because of possible damage to the already old film. 

(3) Because the 8mm movie film spool ran for only two minutes before you had to 
reverse it to continue, and because all movie film was relatively expensive, most shots were 
short, focussing on the things that were most interesting to us, i.e. the engines. The full length 
of a goods train was not a priority, although a number of goods trains are shown in full in 
Steam Times 4. Railway modellers will probably get more from photos in books than from 
movies.  

(4) Sound: One of the most important motivations when I started taking movies was 
to capture the sound as well; both sight and sound are important, especially in portraying 
steam! Unfortunately, most of the amateurs (and the very few professionals) who were taking 
movies, as opposed to stills, did not capture the sound as they were shooting. I can understand 
this, considering the great difficulty there was with the cumbersome and complicated 
equipment needed before transistors came out, and then the rather crude mini transistor 
tape recorders that became available in the early 60s. I was determined to capture sound, 
however, even if, very often, I cursed my decision to do so. I was unsuccessful in my efforts 
on quite a few occasions: if I suddenly came upon a train to capture, the movie camera was 
often all I could get ready and the sound had to be missed. Also, there was difficulty with the 
microphone, which you had to try to put some distance away from where you were standing 
to avoid camera noise; you sometimes, therefore, had the sound not absolutely consistent 
with the movie. Playing back on later recorders also occasionally led to a slightly different 
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speed of the tape, the sound not always matching up exactly with the visual! Thankfully, 
this has been “remedied” to an extent through the marvels of the digital era! The sound in 
Steam Times productions is mono and is not hi-fi, and there are the inevitable occasional 
pops, clicks, distortion and tape hiss that occur with recordings made with older generation 
consumer equipment and with the poor quality tapes that sometimes had to be used. With 
so many scenes in the production, it was impossible to “doctor” every pop, click or hiss. 
However, I trust that viewers will be happy with the quality of most of the sound and will 
certainly be pleased that it is there, anyway, instead of what is often offered as an alternative 
in archival productions! Where there was no sound simultaneously recorded (in a minority of 
shots), much effort has been expended in selecting “takes” from my large collection of audio 
tapes, in order to come up with an acceptable substitute. As I have found in conversations 
with viewers of Steam Times 1, 2 and 3, I would be very surprised if more than very few 
could tell which shots have simultaneously recorded sound and which do not! In Steam 
Times productions, unlike a number on the market, you don’t have the audio track portraying 
a train going 20 kms per hour while the video track has the train going 40 kms per hour! The 
sound levels vary according to a number of factors: the kind of engine/train, its distance from 
the recorder, the kind of railway track, the presence of wind and where it is blowing, the time 
of the day etc. etc. We have endeavoured to keep the sound at a reasonable level throughout, 
i.e. the viewer will not have to keep altering the volume level (which should be set reasonably 
high) as the tape progresses. 

  (5) It is suggested that viewers refer to a book like Locomotives of Australia, by    Leon 
Oberg, for details of the various loco classes portrayed in Steam Times 4. 

  (6) Some features of Steam Times DVDs: (a) Each shot has a number appearing for 
a few seconds, usually in white and usually on the upper right of the screen; this can vary, 
depending on the background. The numbers refer to the information given in these Notes 
for each shot. (b) Train numbers are usually given with Passenger Trains but not with Goods 
Trains. Engine numbers are also given, where possible. When one is shooting movies, the 
priority is to make the shot as good as possible; engine numbers are irrelevant while the 
shooting is proceeding. If you don’t have anyone else present who can assist you, you have 
to rely on viewing the movie later to try to determine the number, and that’s often difficult, 
because some trains are in the distance and, even when close, numbers on grimy and/or 
quickly passing locos can be almost impossible to decipher. (c) Gradients are a relatively easy 
matter (if you have access to the New South Railways CURVE and GRADIENT DIAGRAMS 
book), and, where significant, they are given in these Notes. (d) Dates of the shots are given, 
where they are known, but, frequently, only the year or part of the year is given, and that could 
be wrong! I didn’t keep a diary (!) and it is only occasionally that I have the exact dates! 
Generally, in each Part in the video, the shots are in chronological order. In the North Coast 
shots, for example, there was some difficulty in dating some shots until after the footage 
sequence was completed, so that the strict chronological order was not followed. (e) For some 
shots the precise location of a shot has been “lost in the mists of time”! I have attempted 
to be accurate and have consulted colleagues, but there may still be errors. If viewers can 
help out in this regard, or can remedy any other mistakes that may have occurred in my 
documentation, please make contact! (f) Figures in kilometres given in brackets are the (at 
times, “approximate”) distance from Sydney. 

************************************

The “Short North”, Sydney to Broadmeadow (163 kms) and Newcastle (168kms) was 
the busiest non-metropolitan line in NSW in the times when steam still had an important role 
to play in the rail scene. Activities on this part of the Northern Line have already been covered 
in Steam Times 1 (still available, in both VHS video and DVD); Steam Times 4 completes 

[131]  On the Casino - Murwillumbah Branch, a Standard Goods heads an Up Goods through 
the lush countryside.

[132]  Further south, at Wauchope (455 kms) the interesting combination of an oil- burning 
55 and a 35 head a Down Goods across the Hastings River. In the latter days of steam 
on the North Coast line, it was an advantage to have 59s and oil burning 55s to save the 
cost of hauling coal long distances.

[133]  At Coffs Harbour, the Maritime Services Board was responsible for the shunting at the 
jetty and we see a small Manning Wardle 0-4-0 tank going about its business.

[134]  Kempsey was one of the stations where 13 class could be seen at various times. Here 
we see one of the class doing some yard shunting in less than favourable lighting 
conditions.

 The last three shots of this last Part of Steam Times 4 jump ahead from the 50s to the 
Autumn of 1968, as we see some activity on one of the last branch lines to see steam 
haulage, that from Muswellbrook to Merriwa (370 kms). This fairly short Branch 
passes through very pleasant Upper Hunter Valley type scenery. The line, as far as 
Sandy Hollow (332 kms), is now an important cross country and coal line, with heavy 
motive power and trains. From Sandy Hollow it goes to Ulan (Coal) and joins the very 
sparsely used Kandos - Gulgong section of the Wallerawang - Gwabegar Branch at 
Gulgong. The section from Sandy Hollow to Merriwa is now closed. The three shots 
were taken in the area around Sandy Hollow.

[135] The three days a week Down Goods (No. 5) is being worked by 3036, a superheated 
member of the class. The impressive bridge in the right background carries the road 
from the Hunter Valley to Bylong, Rylstone and the Macquarie Valley.

[136]  An Up Wheat drifts along a slight down grade, headed by 5065.

[137]  It is now seen from the same vantage point used in [135], and as it breasts the short 
grade away from the camera, Steam Times 4 comes to an end! 

#################################################

The assistance of a number of people, especially Bob Booth and Ron Preston, in 
determining the location of some shots and their timing, and sundry other matters, is 
gratefully acknowledged. We have striven for accuracy in these Notes, but there can be 
errors; please write, phone or fax to the address/numbers below if you have any observations/
corrections you would like to make, or if you would like to express an opinion about Steam 
Times 4. Please contact us, also, if you would like to keep up to date with the release of 
future productions.

We are now near the end of the Steam Times series. The mammoth task of covering 
NSW from the early 1950s to the early 70s in sound movies is now complete, at least for 
us! It has taken four years, with four productions and a total of almost 500 scenes. It is to be 
hoped that there still remain, hidden somewhere, movie films taken in the steam days that 
should see the light of day. There are very few people who were taking movies then and 
some, I know, feel that it is too big a task to try to transfer them to the electronic media. It is 
a huge task; it’s one that I would hate to be starting now, but the outcome, especially if there 
is sound as well, is priceless!
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and then becoming the main interstate line to Queensland only when there was an unbroken 
through line (from May 1932), sharp curves abound, limiting speed and causing inordinate 
wear to rail and wheels. Little or no attempt has been made to construct any deviations, 
unlike the Queensland Railways North Coast route! The saving feature of the line is that the 
maximum gradient is only 1 in 50, and that in only a few places; the general maximum is 1 
in 80. The line is generally very pleasant, ranging from rich dairying country to wide rivers 
and extensive forests. 

This Part is fairly brief, for the appropriate, but unfortunate reason that it was virtually 
dieselised very early, in late 1958. There was a brief period from late 1968 till mid 1969 when, 
because of a shortage of diesel locomotives, 59 class worked to and from Taree (379 kms), but, 
regrettably, this photographer did not manage to make it to this rare steam “outing”! 

[120]  The North Coast Daylight Express (No. 27) was tabled to be hauled by a 36 from 
Broadmeadow to Taree and either a 35 or 36 from there to South Grafton. In this 
shot, taken on the 7th of June, 1958, 3670 wheels No. 27 around the curve leading the 
North Coast Line from the Main North, just beyond Maitland. The sound track, like a 
number of others from the late 50s, shows some distortion.

 The next seven shots were taken in late December, 1957.

[121]  All 59 class were oil burners at this time and we see 5906 leaving Telarah with a Down 
Goods. 

[122]  The same train (now in colour!) passes through Martins Creek (219 kms).

[123]  It has now passed through Wallarobba Tunnel (228 kms) and is descending the 1 in 80 
towards Wallarobba (232 kms).

[124]  It is now running along a short straight stretch, further on.

[125]  5903 heads an Up Goods out of Dungog (245 kms).

[126]  We see No. 27 again, but this time approaching Monkerai Tunnel (about 254 kms), 
with its 36 class heading the train up a 1 in 80 climb of just under 5 kms.

[127]  Now on the other side of Monkerai Tunnel, near Nooroo (approx. 262 kms), we see 
No. 8 Up Kempsey Passenger, headed by another 36, beginning a similar, but longer 
1 in 80 climb. Being a lighter train, the 36 is making faster progress.

[128]  Much further north and a 35 heads the Down North Coast Mail (No. 11) down a short 
1 in 100 towards Raleigh(?) (586 kms). Winter 1958.

[129] We move further north to the section South Grafton (696 kms) to Casino (805 kms), 
which contains the ruling grade lengths of 1 in 50 between Gurranang (727.5 kms) 
and mileage 458 (737 kms. It is Autumn, 1957, and the Down Brisbane Express (No. 
3), with its extra school holidays patronage, is over the load for the section for the 35 
heading our train. Assistance in the form of a Standard Goods engine has been provided 
from South Grafton to Banyabba (743 kms) and we see and hear both engines climbing 
the grades in bleak, rainy weather. 

[130]  We are now past Banyabba, where the assistant engine has been uncoupled, and 
heading for Casino.

 The dates for the next four shots are hidden in “the mists of time”! It was certainly 
before 1960, probably Autumn or Spring 1959, and the journey with my parents was 
being made from north to south.

our in-depth look at the Northern Division (to use the terminology of the time). The “Deep 
North” (as the lines north from Broadmeadow/Newcastle are sometimes unofficially called) 
consists of (1) the inland, Main Northern Line to Armidale (and beyond to the Queensland 
border at Wallangara in the days of steam!) and its branches, and (2) the long, and very 
sinuous North Coast Line, which is the interstate link to Queensland and is therefore a line 
of great importance, more so in recent years. The North Coast Line was an early candidate 
for dieselisation, steam disappearing, to all intents and purposes, in the late 50s. Although a 
very interesting, scenic line, it largely escaped my attention because it was only a very short 
time after I purchased my first movie camera that steam was finished. The main line itself was 
very busy, especially closer to Newcastle, because of the extensive coal traffic (which is even 
more extensive now!), and was the last bastion of steam on the NSW government system, 
lasting until the end of 1972.

The Main Northern Line is a fascinating line, covering an area abounding in all kinds of 
terrain, with fast straight stretches, long lengths of medium grades and numerous tortuous 1 in 
40s. On the whole it is very photogenic, and was quite busy, even beyond the coal areas. In the 
mid to late 50s, I considered myself very fortunate to live in Newcastle and then Singleton, 
great places for a rail enthusiast! Accordingly, there is quite an amount of footage in Steam 
Times 4 covering the very active steam scene between these two places. The only classes not 
to be seen on the “Deep North” were 38s, 57s and 26s. The 35 class were well and truly at 
home here, and so this popular class of engine is heavily represented. 

The first Part of Steam Times 4 looks at the area bounded by Broadmeadow/Newcastle 
and Maitland, where, even in the last months before its final demise, steam was always at 
work. Viewers will probably find it easier to consult a map to work out just where lines go 
in this complicated area; however, some preliminary comments may be helpful. The line 
from Newcastle /Broadmeadow to Maitland was (still is?) probably even busier than that 
from Newcastle to Gosford; there are 27+kms of four tracks from near Waratah (166 kms) to 
Maitland (192 kms) and plenty of traffic on all four. Firstly, there were a large number of coal 
trains, mostly carried, earlier on, in private, unbraked 4 wheeled wagons, coming from the 
many collieries in the Cessnock/Maitland area and from further north on the main line as far as 
Muswellbrook; these trains almost always used the “Coal Lines”, the two tracks on the Down 
side of the “main lines”. Secondly, there were quite a number of passenger trains going to and 
from the North Coast line and the main North, as well as commuter trains to and from Maitland 
and Telarah (195 kms), just beyond Maitland on the North Coast line. And thirdly, there were 
Goods trains to and from all points north. Apart from a climb on either side of Hanbury Junction 
(167.5 kms), the line is mainly level, with just a few slight, short grades.

[1] At Sandgate (170 kms), there is a very short branch line to Sandgate Cemetery, 
Newcastle’s equivalent to Sydney’s Rookwood. In the late 50s, the Cemetery was still 
served by trains on Sundays. In this shot, taken on either 22.12.1957 or 5.1.1958, a 
30 class slowly brings its train (878?) out from the Cemetery to join the Up Main and 
proceed to Toronto, to the south of Broadmeadow. A later train ran to Newcastle. 

[2]  On the same afternoon, from the pedestrian overbridge at Sandgate station, a relief 
Brisbane Express is seen briefly as its 35 class heads it towards Maitland and then a very 
long journey to the Queensland capital. The Christmas holiday period 1957-8, when this 
shot was taken, was the last one during which long distance passenger trains on the North 
Coast line were steam hauled. The film on which the previous shot, this shot, and the next 
two were taken was affected by fogging (light somehow getting through to the unexposed 
film) and, in the next shot, by under-exposure (because of the over-influence on exposure 
of the light sky). Despite this, we decided to include them, because they are early shots 
taken at a time when hardly any one else was taking movies of railway operations.
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[3]  At around the same time in the holiday period 1957-8, 3664 is seen (amid the 
photographic fog and under-exposure!) approaching Broadmeadow station (which is 
to the left of the shot) with what is probably the Down Brisbane Express via Wallan-
garra (No. 17). The only other “Mail type” train on the Down in daylight hours was 
the North West Mail, which did not stop at Broadmeadow and ran through on its way 
to Newcastle at 6.22 pm.

[4] Not long after this, a grimy 3813 is seen leaving Broadmeadow with an Up express, 
probably the North Coast Daylight Express (No. 26), which would become diesel 
hauled before too long.

 Broadmeadow was the engine change over point for all through trains to and from the 
north. One of the busiest rail areas in the state, there was hardly ever a period of more 
than a couple of minutes without some kind of railway activity, whether a passenger 
train, goods train or light engine. All but one of the next 9 shots were taken at or near 
Broadmeadow station, around the middle of 1958. Trains leaving Broadmeadow for 
points south are included.

[5] 3813, now much cleaner, has come from the nearby large Broadmeadow loco depot 
and is positioned on the Sydney side of the station to take over No. 26 from the 36 
class that has brought the train in. The 36 is seen briefly as it proceeds to “Loco” and 
then 3813 reverses to attach to its train. 

[6] We now see the train leave, but, because, being winter, the sun has now set, the movie 
camera has had to be set to 8 frames per second, causing a jerky shot. The alternative 
was “no shot”!

[7] This shot is the one referred to above that is not at or near Broadmeadow. The “spur” 
to Newcastle leaves the line going north from Broadmeadow a short distance away 
at Woodville Junction and turns east to run to the centre of the city of Newcastle, 
a distance of about 4 kilometres, with stations at Hamilton, Wickham and Civic 
before the terminus at Newcastle. In a stupid, short sighted, and some would say, 
“suspicious” move, the NSW Government, late in 2004, announced that this line 
would be closed, with passengers to and from Newcastle having to change into or out 
of buses at Broadmeadow! The road lobby and developers must be very pleased! In 
this shot we see a member of the ubiquitous 30 class, 3103, leaving Newcastle with a 
commuter train. 

[8] 3252(?) emerges from under the road bridge at the Sydney end of Broadmeadow with 
an Up Passenger. 

[9] 5040 clanks past Broadmeadow station with what is probably an Up “Trip” train to 
Broadmeadow Yards.

[10] 3811(?) arrives at Broadmeadow with what is probably the Brisbane Express via 
Wallan-garra again. A 35 will take the train from here.

[11] Veteran 2402 trundles past with another Up Trip train.

[12] 3524(?) is seen coming into the Broadmeadow Up platform with the Northern 
Tablelands Express (No. 22).

[13] 3810 has replaced the 35 and now leaves Broadmeadow with No. 22.

[14] Back to colour film and we move just a short distance on the Down side of East 
Maitland (189 kms). 5096, a saturated member of its class, leads an Up “Coalie” up 
the slight grade from the flood plain of the Hunter River. It is using the “Coal Road”. 
It is the 7th of June, 1958.

which we do not witness. The train then descends about 8 kilometres to Tenterfield 
(774 kms).

[111]  Back to the Armidale area and, now in the Spring of 1963, we see the Vintage Train 
again, this time hauled by two 12 class engines, 1243 and 1219, coasting down a 1 in 
60 not far south of the city.

[112] No. 13 is being headed by the usual 35 class not far north of Uralla (555 kms) in May, 
1964.

[113]  And, on the same day, 3313 heads the Mail out of Armidale, on its way to Glenn 
Innes.

[114]  In January, 1965, we see No. 13 again, from about the same vantage point as in [112] 
and with the same class of engine and the same train composition. The landscape is 
very dry looking this summer.

[115]  Once again we are on the Mail between Limbri and Walcha Road, but this time the 
load is not heavy enough for an assistant engine and it is a 36 heading the train, not 
a 35. The date is uncertain, but it is probably Autumn, 1965. Once again the actual 
location is impossible to pinpoint, the second section being on an easier grade than 
the first.

[116]  The train in this shot is No. 23A, Relief Northern Tablelands Express, which was 
seen in Part 3, but now the train has just left Werris Creek, and 3529 has been 
replaced by 3616, with its unique Giesel exhaust system and chimney, for the run to 
Tamworth, or possibly Armidale. 1 in 50<40.

 We leave the Northern Line for a short excursion to the North West Line, which runs 
from Werris Creek to Moree (666 kms) with a Branch line leaving it at Narrabri (569 
kms) and leading to another Branch. Moree has two Branches leaving it, one leading 
to yet another Branch. The landscape from Werris Creek is typical, pleasant Western 
Slopes country, which finally flattens out to become North Western Plains landscape 
65-70 kms north of Narrabri. The North West Line was busy in the steam era, and 
remains busy today. The line was an early candidate for dieselisation

[117]  It is Spring 1959, and the usual passenger motive power of the time, a 30T (3038) 
is slowly heading its train, the Up North West Mail (No. 8), between Moree and 
Narrabri. With the magnificent Nandewar Ranges being visible to the right, the 
vantage point must be south of Bellata (615 kms).

 [118] There is no such uncertainty with the next two shots; they are both on the 
southern outskirts of Moree. The Down Mail approaches Moree the next morning, 
with 3038 again.

[119]  About an hour later, No. 3 Mixed leaves Moree with quite a substantial load, the 
engine being a spick and span 3075. Since the Inverell line, unlike the others in the 
area, did quite an amount of climbing in both directions, though not on steep grades, 
a superheated 30T was the logical engine to use. Dieselisation was not far away in 
the North West, and in two years time there would be hardly any working steam in 
the area.

Part 5 of Steam Times 4 looks at the North Coast Line (with a very short section on one 
particular branch line off the Main North). This important main line connects the rest of the 
State, not only with the many towns along the Coast, but, more importantly in recent years, 
with Brisbane (987 kms). It is a very busy line, but it is also a difficult line to work: it is 
single track all the way from Maitland to Brisbane; and, starting as unconnected branch lines 
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Tablelands begins, with a 22 kms continuous climb just after Limbri (484.5 kms) to just 
before Woolbrook (about 511 kms) and then another short stretch to Walcha Road (518 
kms), the gradients ranging from 1 in 66 to 1 in 40. There are only secondary roads following 
the railway, and unfortunately I had no opportunity to follow any trains on this interesting 
section, the only footage being from the train - see shots [107] and [115]. Beyond Armidale 
(579 kms), there are some steep grades, but also easier stretches where passenger trains 
easily reach the maximum allowed of 50 m.p.h. (80 k.m.h.). 32 class were the sole passenger 
engines on this section. 

[102]  We catch up with the Northern Tablelands Express (No. 23) that was the subject 
of shots [83] to [85]. 3531 has been replaced by another 35 and, in addition, a 32 
class has been attached at Tamworth for the steep grades mentioned above, coming 
off at Walcha Road (518 kms). The shot is very short, the train speeding away from 
Tamworth almost before I was aware of it.

[103]  Soon after No. 23 has passed, 5485 and a 50 class leave on a Down Goods (No. 63?), 
the shot taken from the same place. Has anyone seen two such immaculate goods 
engines together in normal service? How I wish I could have captured No. 23 and 
these two hard at work climbing up to Woolbrook! But, being September, it would 
have been dark even before No. 23 had reached the beginning of the long, steep 
climb!

[104]  The next morning, a Sunday, the Saturday Night Passenger from Sydney to Armidale 
(No. 55) is seen with a 35, just after Nemingha (462 kms), an outer “suburb” of 
Tamworth, on the easy section of track before the steep grades ascending the Great 
Dividing Range.

[105]  It is a sparkling morning about a year later (Spring 1959), as a 35 heads the Down 
Glen Innes Mail (No. 13) across the Peel River on the Tamworth Viaduct (the title 
given in the New South Railways Curve and Gradient Diagrams Book) to enter 
Tamworth proper.

[106]  Not much later, No. 13 has shed two cars and has now just left Tamworth. The shot 
was cut short by the unwelcome end of the film arriving!

[107]  In either late Winter or early Spring, 1961, we are climbing the grades referred to 
above (between Limbri and Walcha Road) on No. 13, the train being double headed 
by a 35 and, unusually, I would say. a 30T. The exact location escapes me; with a 
Landmark looming up, the train must be approaching a station or siding, but which 
one it is I cannot say!

[108]  It is now August, 1963, and what remains of No. 13 has just left Armidale headed by 
3279.

[109]  It is still August, 1963 and we move some 180 kms further north, to witness some 
of the hardest working by a 32 class in passenger service one could ever see! We are 
just to the north of Bluff Rock Station (759.5 kms) and under the rocky prominence 
that has given its name to the area around it and to the station. The grade from Bluff 
River (755.5 kms) to Bungulla (765.5 kms) ranges from 1 in 50 to 1 in 40, with that 
at the vantage point steepening from 1 in 44 to 1 in 40. It is school holidays and the 
train, with 5 heavy main-line cars, is at or near its maximum load of 236 tons. It is 
a beautiful morning and 3279 makes a great sound and sight as it tackles the heavy 
grade.

[110]  We make a quick getaway to try to catch it further on and just make it, as it climbs, 
in the distance, on a short section of easier grades, before a final 1 in 40 to Bungulla, 

[15] This is followed by a 59 class heading an Up Fast Goods from the North Coast Line, 
and using the main line. The figures seen taking photos on the pile of ballast to the 
left of the line include well known members of the NSW railway enthusiast fraternity. 
The 59 class is an oil burner, as were all members of the class at this time, and they 
were denizens of the North Coast Line.

[16]  Soon after, 3067 is seen at the head of an Up Newcastle Passenger.

 We now jump ahead to late 1964, and the scene is on the Up side of Hanbury Junction, 
some 3+ kms north of Broadmeadow, and just past the large Commonwealth Steel 
Company. The grade is 1 in 72 < 66 against Down trains and it is the afternoon 
peak.

[17] 3509 heads the Singleton Passenger (No. 737).

[18] 3303 speeds past with an Up train from Maitland (No. 736).

[19] 3048 leads a Maitland bound train (No. 741).

[20] 3521 heads what is probably a Telarah service (No. 743). If this is so, the engine 
stables the cars at Telarah, then, at 7.15 p.m., takes No. 290 Goods from Maitland to 
Broadmeadow Yards.

[21] We jump over two years to early 1967. 36s have taken over most of the long distance 
Main North passenger trains from the 35s, but they too will soon be handing over 
to diesels. We see the Brisbane Express via Wallan-garra recovering from a caution 
signal, or a permanent way “slack”, north of Hexham (175 kms) as the 36 gets into its 
stride again. 

[22] It is now May 1970 and we are on the Newcastle “spur” again, this time just on the 
Up side of Wickam (166 kms). At this time, 59s were often rostered on passenger 
trains, there being, apparently, a general shortage of passenger motive power, possibly 
because there were not enough diesel multiple unit trains available. 59s proved 
themselves quite capable of handling such services, so long as not too much in the 
way of speed was required of them; the loads, however, they could handle with ease! 
We see 5914 nonchalantly heading No. 737 to Singleton.

[23] 3134 heads another commuter train.

[24] 3141 follows with what is possibly a Toronto train (No. 838?).

[25] We move back briefly to the vantage point for shots [17] to [20], and forward in time 
to January 1971, as 3246 heads the Singleton Passenger, with some young people in 
the first car making their presence felt. 

[26] A little later in January 1971, we see 3246 again as it heads the Up Singleton Passenger 
service (No. 720) out of Thornton (182 kms). This is steam’s last year in passenger 
service, and 3246 is the last remaining steam engine in regular passenger service in 
Australia. 3246 worked No. 737 and No. 720 until late July, when the service became 
worked by diesel multiple units, and 3246 was withdrawn soon after, condemned on 
31.8.71 and scrapped on 8.5.72.

 We are back to the area around Hanbury Junction, but, for this series of 6 shots, we 
are on the Down side of Hanbury, opposite what used to be the Newcastle Abattoirs 
(now a housing estate); Up trains face a grade, not a steep one, but, with loaded trains, 
1 in 100 means that engines are working! The trains are all “coalies” and are heading 
to Port Waratah (see brief description later), the trains consisting of either private 
4-wheeled unbraked stock, NSWGR 4 wheeled stock or more modern bogie stock. 
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The 6 trains captured here all ran on the late afternoon of two consecutive days in 
September 1971, giving some idea of the intensity of traffic and the amount of steam 
that was still around so close to its end 18 months or so later! 

[27] A nonchalant 5262 is the first train to be captured, with its privately owned unbraked 
waggons.

[28] 5482 follows with a train of NSWGR (then) BCH bogie waggons.

[29] 5369 heads a train of private waggons.

[30] 5412 heads another train of private waggons, whereas…

[31] 5343’s train seems to be composed of NSWGR 4-wheeled unbraked stock.

[32] The last train to be captured in the fading light, and consisting of NSWGR 4 wheeled 
braked wagons, is headed by a 60 class, indicating that it has come from Newdell 
(about 266 kms) or Muswellbrook (289 kms).

 For the next three shots we move to Port Waratah. The Port Waratah line branches 
off to the east from the main line at the triangular junction of Islington Junction 
(164+ kms) and runs about 2.5 kms to the entrance to the large facility. In briefly 
describing this line, I can do no better than to quote from The Great Northern Railway 
(N.S.W.R.T.M. 1982) by well known railway author, R.G. Preston: “To describe 
the Port Waratah rail system would take a book in itself and so let us confine our 
investigation here to say that the giant Broken Hill Proprietary, Lysaghts, Stewarts 
and Lloyds (all with their own private locomotives) and several smaller concerns are 
served by this coal orientated railway…” The railway also served Bullock Island, 
where wheat was loaded, but the line now (2005) sees relatively little use, with B.H.P 
having closed and large coal loading facilities having been established on Kooragang 
Island, a few kilometres to the north. Port Waratah had its own loco depot, consisting 
mainly of 50 and 53 classes. and was noted for its engines having their numbers in 
white! In mid 1972, the allocation was: 2 19 class, 2 30Ts, 9 50s and 15 53s. The depot 
closed early in the diesel era. The three shots here portray just a few minutes of the 
almost ceaseless railway activity that went on here (Sundays excepted).

[33] In May 1972, 5485(?) leaves the Port with its empty private waggons and crosses 6037 
with a train of bogie waggons.

[34] 5262 leaves with private waggons, followed by…

[35] 5273(?) with an Up NSWGR 4 wheeled waggon train, which crosses a 60 class 
leaving the Port.

[36] The last shot in this Part portrays 5069, an engine in as close to original condition as 
possible in May 1972: it is an unsuperheated member of its class. We see it chumping 
along with a short Up Goods approaching Broadmeadow.

 
The second Part of Steam Times 4 covers Maitland to Singleton. This section of the Main 
North, while not as busy as the section just covered, was (and still is) a stretch of line that 
has quite a number of trains of all kinds and whose scenery is undulating and pleasant. The 
line has no sharp curves or grades; it has, however, long medium rises, which make for good 
engine work with the reasonably heavy trains that feature on it. Once out of Maitland, the 
line rises for about 8 kilometres, on gradients mainly 1 in 100 to 1 in 90 to Allandale (205.5 
kms). From here it descends to the villages of Greta and Branxton, traverses some ups and 
downs and then climbs at 1 in 80 from just beyond Belford (222.5 kms) to Minimbah (226 

[91] It is now May, 1965, the Autumn school holidays and extra trains. In a dark shot, 3529 
is heading a Relief Northern Tablelands Express (No. 23A) up Hunter River Bank.

[92] Murulla Bank, (about 11 kms south of Murrurundi) with its 2.5 kms of 1 in 50, slows 
trains down considerably, but 23A is not a heavy train and 3529 is vigorously climbing 
at quite a fair pace.

[93] With its load just below that requiring assistance from Murrurundi, 3529 charges 
under the New England Highway (now located some distance to the east) and passes 
the photographer, who has given rise to some comments, rude and otherwise, from 
some of the younger passengers!

[94] In May of the same year, the vantage point is a little on the Up side of the last shot. 
A 36 is lifting its not very heavy Down Goods with a Standard giving enthusiastic 
support at the rear.

[95] It is still May, 1965, and this Goods train is heavier and much slower. It is an Up train 
and its 35 class is being assisted - in the front this time - by the usual Standard Goods. 
The vantage point is about half way up the 1 in 40 on the Down side of Ardglen.

[96] Not long after, 5920 charges out of Werris Creek with an Up Goods.  
1 in 75-80.

[97] The same train is leaving Quirindi (393 kms) on a 1 in 75 grade. The shot is short and 
a bit bouncy, but the sound and sight of it are, hopefully, worth it!

[98] A big jump in time now to May 1970. Steam has less than three years left, but 5483, which 
is a Port Waratah engine, has thrown off the shackles of coal working for a while and is 
hauling a Down Goods services up Hunter River Bank. Pedestrian though Standard Goods 
engines are considered in some quarters, can any steam enthusiast remain unstirred by the 
sight and sound of this 57 year old veteran charging up the 1 in 66!

[99] The NSWGR Vintage Train was very popular with the public in the latter days of 
steam. A number of centres were celebrating centenaries etc. during the 60s and 70s, 
and the Vintage Train travelled to quite a few of them, utilising appropriate “vintage” 
power. On the 27th of January, 1972, 176 (alias 1243), 381 (alias 1709) and 3214 
are on their way north. Their passage up Hunter River Bank did not seem to be too 
healthy, with one or other of the older engines not seeming to be pulling their weight. 
The presence of heavy road vehicles on the New England Highway behind the 
photographer and the dullness at the time didn’t help the shot, either! (This particular 
train was captured earlier this day on Fassifern Bank and included in Steam Times 1; 
it made quite a healthy charge up Fassifern!)

[100]  It’s in the afternoon of the same day, the sun is out, there is no road traffic noise, and 
the engines are performing well. The train is now travelling between Aberdeen and 
Scone.

[101]  Not much later in the afternoon, but storms are brewing to the south and it’s getting 
dark. The train has left Scone and charges past, with some spirited whistling. 
Apparently, there was mechanical trouble further on, but at least, in this last shot of 
the Vintage Train, (and the last one of this Part), the three engines (with a combined 
age of 255 years) seem to be handling their task well!

In Part 4 of Steam Times 4, we look at operations north and north-west of Werris Creek. 
From Werris Creek to beyond Tamworth (455 kms), the landscape is typically “North 
West Slopes”, undulating and pleasant, with wheat fields, distant higher country and wide 
horizons. From Kootingal (472 kms), the country closes in and the ascent to the Northern 
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[80] For the last shot in this Part of Steam Times 4, we catch a final glimpse of 3246 as 
it heads No. 720 up Minimbah Bank on the 8th of April, 1971. 3246 had only three 
months service left when this shot was made!

The Third Part of Steam Times 4 looks at operations from Singleton north to Werris Creek 
(411 kms). The countryside is undulating for the most part, and pleasant, with the maximum 
gradients as far as Murrurundi (352 kms) on the Down (apart from a few short momentum 
grades) ranging from one section of 1 in 50 to a few at 1 in 60 and 1 in 66. The maximum 
gradient on the Up is around 1 in 80. From Murrurundi, however, the picture is quite different; 
the line rises mainly at 1 in 40 for about 6 kms to cross the Great Dividing Range (which 
in this area is called the Liverpool Range) through the short but notoriously ill-ventilated 
Ardglen Tunnel. The line then descends, again mainly at 1 in 40, for 7+ kms, then on easier 
grades to Willow Tree (376 kms). In the steam days, a banking engine depot was located at 
Murrurundi. Now banking normally occurs only from Willow Tree on the Up, the bankers 
coming from Werris Creek. From Willow Tree on, the grades are far lighter and there are 
quite a few straight stretches of track.

[81] After crossing the Hunter River just after leaving Singleton, the main North climbs 
away from the valley, mainly at 1 in 66, for about 6 kms. Originally the climb over 
McDougall’s Hill (the local name) had four stretches of 1 in 40 and one of 1 in 33, 
which severely hampered operations, but there was a long deviation (and duplication) 
completed in the early 1950s on both sides of the summit and ending near Nundah 
(about 251+ kms). In this scene on Hunter River Bank, a couple of kilometres from 
Singleton, we see a 35 on No. 17, the Brisbane Express via Wallan-garra. It is early 
1958.

[82] Still early 1958, another 35 is seen with No. 23, the Northern Tablelands Express, in 
a very short scene at the same place.

[83] In September, 1958, No. 23 is leaving Muswellbrook (289 kms) with 3531 in charge.

[84] It is then seen climbing from Murrurundi to Ardglen (363 kms) with a Standard Goods 
assisting.

[85] Now in the distance, shot from the former route of the New England Highway to 
the west of the line, the train is seen coasting along towards Willow Tree, where the 
assistant engine will come off, being needed to bank an Up train, possibly No. 276 
Goods.

[86] In Spring, 1959, 5243 lifts its Down Goods up a short 1 in 60, just under 5 kms from 
Aberdeen (301 kms)

[87] Not very much later, in a shot that starts quite dark (the light sky distorting the 
automatic exposure meter reading!), but ends brighter, we see the Up Northern 
Tablelands Express (No. 22) coasting along at its maximum allowed speed a few 
kilometres south of Scone (315 kms) and not far north of the vantage point for the 
previous shot.

[88] On the 22nd of September, 1962, a tour train, hauled by 1243 and a 32, waits at 
Liddell Loop (about 266 kms) for No. 9 Werris Creek Passenger to overtake it. Before 
the passing of No. 9, an Up Goods comes by with a Standard Goods (5431?) and, of 
course, passengers from the tour get their shots!

[89] Soon after, No. 9 with 3643 (or 3613?) hurries past the appreciative enthusiasts.

[90] It is December, 1962, and a maximum load Brisbane Express via Wallan-garra’s 36 
is working hard up the 1 in 66 on Hunter River Bank.

kms) and then descends for about 5 kilometres on gradients of 1 in 80 to 1 in 75 to traverse 
the lush floodplains of the Hunter River and arrive at Singleton (239 kms). This last descent 
from Minimbah is commonly called Minimbah Bank by the enthusiast fraternity; back in my 
time in Singleton (the late 50s), the locals called the hill(s) that the highway and the railway 
both surmount Newfrew Hill (I’m not sure of the spelling, but that’s the way it sounded!). I 
don’t know whether it goes by that name now! Minimbah Bank provides the best location 
around for capturing the sight and sound of Up trains, because one has a distant view as trains 
gradually leave the flood plain to start climbing the bank, and close views as they labour past 
the vantage point one has chosen. The commonest vantage point is near what used to be a 
sparsely used Stock Route crossing over the line about a kilometre from the start of the climb 
and running up to the New England Highway a short distance to the east. It still is a good 
location, but not nearly so good as it used to be: this road is now a busy highway called the 
Golden Highway, connecting the Hunter to the Central West; the old bridge has been replaced 
by a new structure and the traffic noise means that sound recordings have to be made some 
distance away. And that is difficult at the present time because of the “CityRail” type fences 
and private and military land beside the track.

There are some shots taken some 47 years ago at the beginning of this Part and Part 3. 
The photographer was learning the difficult art of movie photography and made numerous 
mistakes, especially in cutting some shots very short!

[37] In early 1958, a 35 class heads the Up Northern Tablelands Express (No. 22) near 
Whittingham, (234kms). 35s were the sole class of engine to head these 348 ton trains 
between Broadmeadow and Armidale, except for the assistance of Standard Goods 
engines on the climb to Ardglen and 32 class on the Down journey from Tamworth to 
Walcha Road. In my experience, they rarely seemed to run late, but it was frustrating 
to see these speedy engines, on the many fast stretches of track beyond Maitland, 
travelling at a maximum of only 50 m.p.h. (80 kms/hour) because of the limits 
imposed by track conditions. These limits continued well into the 1960s.

[38] At around the same time, another No. 22 is seen further on, on the long climb to 
Minimbah.

[39] In Winter, 1958, No. 22 is seen again at about the same place as [38], but, this time, 
going a little faster. with a train of only 7 cars.

[40] A little later, a Standard Goods heads a long Up Goods on Minimbah Bank. It is quite 
unusual in having a string of Guard’s Vans in its consist.

[41] Still in Winter, 1958, a 35 has just passed Minimbah with the Down Northern 
Tablelands Express (No. 23) and will soon be coasting down Minimbah Bank.

[42] Soon after, a Standard Goods is seen at the same place with an Up Goods, its long and 
steady climb almost over. 

[43] At around the same time of the year, No. 23, hauled by 3511, is seen steadily climbing 
through Lochinvar station (203 kms), which is on the long but relatively easy climb 
from Maitland to Allandale, referred to above.

[44] A Standard Goods soon coasts past with an Up Goods. 

[45] A little later, a 35 and its train, the Tamworth Passenger (No. 9), are silhouetted as they 
pass over a substantial bridge about 1.5 kms past Branxton (215 kms).

[46] It is now mid 1959, and the 35 class hauled Nos 23 and 22 have been replaced 
every second day by a Diesel multiple unit DEB set. These sets speeded up trips 
considerably, compared with loco hauled services (including also those hauled by 
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diesel-electric locos in later years), but some of the romance has been lost! Also, 
passengers on the remaining three services a week handled for a time by steam, until 
there are enough DEB sets, will have found their slower trains more comfortable and 
with more facilities. No. 22 is seen on the flat country just before Minimbah Bank.

[47] Soon after, a Standard Goods and a “dead attached” 32 class are seen at the head of 
an Up Goods at around the same place.

[48] It is still mid 1959, and the three days a week steam hauled No. 22 is seen at the 
beginning of Minimbah Bank.

[49] We jump two years; it is mid 1961 and 35s are still handling most of the passenger 
services north of Broadmeadow. We see 3512(?) with No. 9, just after leaving 
Maitland.

[50] Another year has almost passed, and it is Autumn 1962, as a Standard Goods 
approaches the start of Minimbah Bank with an Up Goods.

[51] Now another jump, to Autumn 1964. 36 class engines have now joined their older 
sisters on the Main North, the 35s having really started to show their age (47 to 50 
years of service). We see the Up Brisbane Express via Wallan-garra (No. 18) climbing 
Minimbah Bank.

 The next 12 shots were taken in the Spring of 1964.

[52] The 35s are still about, albeit in their last years of service, and one is seen with the 
Relief Northern Tablelands Express (No. 22A) going at quite a good bat as Minimbah 
Bank starts to bite.

[53] A 60 class heads an Up Goods up the Bank, followed by…

[54] Another 60 class heading down the Bank.

[55] 5920 slowly but steadily heads its train up Minimbah Bank, passing under the old 
Stock Route, mentioned earlier.

[56]  The next train is headed by two 59s, 5906 and 5905, a combination that was not often 
seen on the main North. The vantage point is close to that of the last scene.

[57] A 60 then rattles its train down the Bank.

[58] Singleton has had a large Army Camp for many years. The station for the Camp 
was Whittingham, which, especially in the 50s and 60s. saw many Military Specials 
moving CMF personnel, as well as school cadets, to and from their annual camps. A 
35 heads its Special up Minimbah Bank, its passengers no doubt making a continuous 
racket if they are cadets! 35 class engines were the predominant power for these trains 
while there were still a number of them in service.

[59] In late afternoon light, 6039(?) leads a “dead attached” Standard Goods as it starts the 
climb up Minimbah Bank.

[60] It is followed by 3659 and then…

[61]  the 3517 hauled Down Singleton Passenger (No. 737), which seems to be going a tad 
over the regulation 50 m.p.h!

[62] A 36 and a 59 are seen leaving Singleton on an Up Goods. This train had just been seen 
and there was a very quick stop on the side of the New England Highway to capture it. 
The shot was not greatly successful, being more than a little “bouncy”, but it was still 
felt that it should be included, the combination not being very common on this line. 

[63] On the mainly flat straight section on the Up side of Whittingham, a 36 leads its Up 
Goods across Mudies Creek.

[64] It is now a week before Christmas, 1964, and there are a number of extra passenger 
trains running. 3653 lifts the Relief Northern Tablelands Express (No. 23A) through 
Lochinvar station.

[65] Time moves on and it is May, 1965, as 3530 and 5246 slowly head their Up Goods 
towards the Stock Route bridge over the line on Minimbah Bank. 5246 seems a little 
tired.

[66] It is now September, and 3521 heads another Military Special over Mudies Creek.

[67] Still in September, 6039 takes an Up Coal train up the Bank at quite a good pace.

[68] It is about a year later, September 1966, and the number of 35 class in service is 
dropping rapidly. 59 class, as mentioned in the Notes to [22], are now being used to 
help with the working of passenger trains. While their speed is limited to 45 m.p.h. 
(70 k.m.h.), their greater power has enabled them to compensate by making time up 
the long hills. We see and hear a 59 at speed, as it settles in to a fairly fast ascent of 
Minimbah Bank with No. 720, the early morning Up service from Singleton

[69] 32 class engines also have a share (which will be a lion’s share before too long!) in 
hauling the Singleton Passenger services and we see 3328 with No. 720 on Minimbah 
Bank, approaching the Stock Route bridge in December, 1968.

[70] It is now May, 1970, and 6039 is approaching the Stock Route bridge with an Up Coal 
train of shiny new bogie hoppers.

[71] 6037, with another “Coalie”, is about to start the ascent of Minimbah Bank with a train 
of 4 wheeled waggons, one of which has a very audible wheel “flat”.

[72] The same train is seen heading up the 1 in 100 grade approaching Allandale.

[73] It is a murky morning in September, 1970, and 3246, the only 32 class engine allotted 
to Broadmeadow (and one of only two in service anywhere in NSW!) is seen in a 
long, wide shot as it hurries No. 720 up Minimbah Bank. Some doctoring of the audio 
track was done to eradicate the loud noise of two trucks ascending Newfrew Hill on 
the New England Highway to the right of the shot. This shot was taken with a tripod, 
but it was not placed in a horizontal position, the train seeming to be going down hill 
as the shot progressed!

[74] Still in September, 3246 is seen again with No. 720 in a closer view.

[75] 3246 is heading No. 737 up the long 1 in 100/1 in 90 grade between Maitland and 
Allandale, still in September.

[76] At around the same time, 3246 coasts down Minimbah Bank with No. 737. An Up 
Goods can just be seen and heard near the end of the shot as it is passed by No. 737.

[77] It is now January, 1971. 5262 has just taken water at Maitland and starts out on its run 
to Ayrfield Colliery (near Branxton) with No. 163.

[78] We follow its leisurely progress up the 1 in 100 between Lochinvar and the summit of 
the climb just before Allandale.

[79]  A couple of hours later, the loaded train, now No. 164, has 5262 working harder as it 
approaches and passes through Allandale on its way to Port Waratah.
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