
Background Notes - RailView 9        (Compiled April 1998)

Welcome to RailView 9, which looks at Queensland in late 1997, but also includes 
some scenes from mid 1989. Apart from the NSW standard gauge line to Brisbane, 
Queensland’s thousands of kilometres of Government owned track are narrow gauge: 
3’ 6” or 1067 mm. In addition there are large networks of sugar cane “tramways”, which 
are ultra-narrow gauge: 600 mm. Queensland is a fascinating State, with all kinds of 
scenery and all kinds of trains, from the most humble branchline goods to really huge 
coal trains. As well, it still has a fair number of locos with the earlier, more distinctive 
GM sound, and electric locos with distinctive looks (and liveries!). 

Unit freight trains are not usually shown in their entirety in RailView videos, but the 
number of waggons is usually indicated in the text of these Notes. Other freight trains, 
and all passenger trains, are shown in full. Unlike RailView videos covering NSW, 
Victoria and South Australia, it has been impossible to ascertain many train numbers, 
and locomotive numbers have sometimes escaped us as well. Also, it has been found 
impossible to gain information concerning gradients, which we have always included 
in NSW and Victorian videos. Apologies! 

It will prove useful to non Queenslanders to refer to maps of this large State. It could 
also be useful for viewers who are not familiar with Queensland motive power to refer 
to a book such as Locomotives of Australia, by Leon Oberg. 

In RailView 9, scenes follow each other in chronological order, the visit starting at 
Goondiwindi, progressing to far North Queensland and then returning to Brisbane, 
where the main section ends. In addition, we have included some scenes that were 
taken in the South of the State during a visit in mid-1989. 

**************************

[Title Scene]: A strong breeze (as was present throughout most of the visit!) is heard as 
early morning freight (7HI4?) approaches Goondiwindi from the east, hauled by 1704D 
and 1774D, illustrating new and old corporate liveries.       (21.1 0.97) 

The first part of RailView 9 looks at the south of the State, around Goondiwindi and 
Toowoomba. 

[1]  7H14 rolling and swaying between Goondi windi and Toobeah, further west; a 
number of waggons have been detached at Goondiwindi, but the use of two locos 
on such a short train might mean that there is grain to be collected further west. 

[2]  The normally deserted Toowoomba station is enlivened just a little when the 
Westlander makes its twice weekly call on its way to and from Charleville. In 
this scene, the train is on its way west, headed by 2116D. These shots are hand-
held!       (21.10.97) 

[3]  2496H and 1550D lead Dalby Freight (6D80) downgrade, a few kilometres to 
the west of Toowoornba.       (22.10.97) 

35461b Trains Alive Railview9 Im1   1 26/9/08   2:46:06 PM



[4]  With the sound of workmen in the background, empty coal train (9Y26 - 39 
waggons) hauled by 2174F and 2184E, climbs The Great Oividing Range 
through the well known ‘garden’ station of Spring Bluff, some 16 kms from 
Toowoomba, The train is heading for a relatively new mine at Macalister, about 
108 kms west of Toowoomba.       (22.10.97) 

[5]  The same train, a few minutes later, as it reaches the summit (Harlaxton) on the 
outskirts of Toowoomba. 

[6]  The Brisbane-bound Westlander leaving Toowoomba and climbing, very 
slowly and without much effort, towards Harlaxton headed, again, by 2116D. 
(23.10.97) 

[7]  2123F and 1519 on 6H35 grain (43 waggons) from Warwick climbing towards 
Harris Town, just south of Toowoomba, and using full power.       (23.10.97) 

 We now move to the Bowen Basin, a vast region that is dominated by coal trains 
from a range of mines, and featuring trains of varying sizes, from the big to the 
gigantic, and hauled mainly by electric locos, but also, of course, by diesels in 
the non-electrified areas. 

[8]  Among the earliest coal mines to be established were those in the Callide 
and Dawson Valleys, inland from Gladstone. Some of these mines are still in 
operation today, albeit with drastically changed workings and routes to the 
coast. Unfortunately, at the time of the visit, trackwork was being carried out 
in daylight on the Moura line, with a single train from Callide being the only 
loaded one to be seen. This train (61 waggons) is seen crossing the Dawson 
Highway soon after leaving the Callide Mine, hauled by 2479, 2175 and 
1556(?). Another shot of this train climbing the Calliope Range between here 
and the coast was unfortunately missed because of unfamiliarity with the area 
and the local roads! It was a matter now of getting to an area where there was 
action.       (24.10.97) 

[9]  From the Callide area it is, fortunately, only a short distance north to the busy 
electrified main line from Rockhampton to Emerald. This line is particularly 
interesting, because it has quite an amount of ordinary traffic as well as coal, 
and sees a number of diesel workings. The first train to be seen here is an empty 
coal train from Gladstone to one of the mines in the Blackwater area to the 
west. The first sight of one of these very modem image trains leaves a strong 
impression: excellent track, very long consist and four electric locos, two at the 
front, and two in the middle of the train controlled by a “locotrol waggon”. The 
leading locos on this particular train are 3301 and 3605 and the mid-train ones 
3303 and 3637. The loading is 51 + 51 waggons.       (24.10.97) 

[10]  The same train is seen as it enters the large Blackwater yard, the whole train 
glinting in the late afternoon sun. 
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[76]  We see 2144A again, as it heads the Brisbane-bound Westlander from 
Cunnumulla (this service has since been cut back to Charleville). This good 
looking train is really a “Mixed”, in a sense, because of the freight waggons it 
conveys. The location is just west of Macalister.       (5.7.89) 

[77]  The same train, now east of Dalby, recovering from a permanent way slack. 

[78]  A freight, headed by 2145 and a 1720 class, heads west out of Dalby on the 
same day. 

[79]  The video ends with the Roma railcar leaving Dalby, but not showing the same 
gusto, once it gets under way, as the Macalister single car version shown in 
[74]. 

**************************

 The assistance of Stephen Miller in determining the locomotive numbers in this 
video is gratefully acknowledged. 

 Railway personnel at the “coal face” were of great assistance in the production 
of this video, with information about train running and times, as well as other 
details. Officially, QR were courteous, but useless, which is a pity, because 
there were a number of questions we wanted to ask them which would have 
helped in the production 
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[11]  On the same afternoon, a little later, we see the kind of train that has disappeared 
from (almost?) every other network in Australia: a cattle train! Here we see 
2417 and 1525 leaving Blackwater on a coast bound stock train. The two GMs 
open up when the train clears the yard. 

[12]  Very soon, another east bound train leaves Blackwater, this time a grain train, 
also handled by two diesels, this time 2134F and 1543(?). 

[13]  We head west to see the Spirit of the Outback as it makes its way west of 
Emerald over the Drummond Range. But first we see another east bound stock 
train west of Blackwater, headed by 2423D and 1730D.       (25.10.97) 

[14]  The breeze is quite strong as the Longreach bound Spirit of the Outback is seen 
soon after at the same spot, as it travels west behind electric loco 3915. 

[15]  At Emerald, the electric Ioco is exchanged for two diesels, main line 2483 
and branchline 1713D. Two locos are needed mainly for the crossing of the 
Drummond Range, two main liners causing too much aggravation to the spindly, 
very tightly curved track, and one not enough to keep a reasonable schedule 
over the difficult route. We get two shots of the train itself as it climbs to the 
summit of the range. But, believe it or not, on the only occasion that we are 
in this area, there is a helicopter following the train! We are fortunate enough 
to get quite a lot of the loco sounds, but the noise of the helicopter does come 
through. And, not being locals, we can’t come back next week to get unsullied 
shots! 

[16]  We return east, since there is no more traffic west of Emerald. The next scene is 
of a loaded coal train soon after leaving Blackwater, proceeding as speedily as 
the unloaded ones we saw the’ previous day. The locos are 3502 and 3626, with 
3611 and 3642 mid-train. 

[17]  On the following day, we found out at Bluff, to the east, and a major crew 
changeover point, that there had been a derailment earlier on in the day. This 
proved to be a bit of a bonus, because the line was cleared and there was a 
procession of trains in the late afternoon. A place was found where east bound 
trains would be working (between Gogango and Westwood, about 50 kms west 
of Rockhampton) but the sun was certainly not in the best position. However, 
at least there was some variety of trains in what would have been a quiet 
Sunday afternoon, even though not all were suitable for the production. The 
first train to be shot is an east-bound freight, hauled by 2184 and a 2400 class.       
(26.10.97) 

[18]  Another freight follows, hauled by 2473. 

[19]  A loaded coal train follows, hauled by a 3300 class + a 35/3600 class and 
33/3400 class locos mid-train. The locos could be heard for about 15 minutes, 
as they whined up the grade with their huge train. 
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[20]  Rockhampton station, on the night of the same day, as the Spirit of the Outback 
returns from Longreach on its way back to Brisbane. This scene makes quite 
a contrast with the gloomy Toowoomba station of [2]. After all the activity is 
finished, the train leaves in the opposite direction, with 1511 on the front. What, 
a humble 1502 class to take the train to Brisbane! No! Only the six kilometres to 
Rocklands, where the train will tum on the triangle and proceed to Brisbane “the 
right way round”. As the train slowly leaves, we see the Spirit of Capricorn on 
the left and the electric loco being hauled at the “back” of the train. Because of 
the difficulty of setting up and then hurrying to another point, [20] is hand-held. 

[21]  Almost nothing happens around Rockhampton on a Monday (except for coal 
working). One of the few workings is a south-bound grain, hauled by 3930 and 
3909, in a picturesque setting just a few kilometres south.       (27.10.97) 

[22]  On the Tuesday, however, the busy morning schedule was viewed at a point 
about 10 kms south of Rockhampton. Not all the trains seen in the hour and a 
half spent by the trackside appear in this video, but the sample gives a good idea 
of the traffic offering. The first train to be shot is the Brisbane-bound Spirit of 
Capricorn, the fast and comfortable interurban electric connecting Rockhampton 
with the capital, and giving buses a run for their money.       (28-10-98) 

[23]  Empty north-bound coal. This train (82 waggons) is unlike other coal trains 
photographed in this area, in that it has three locos only, 3318, 3645 and 3504. 

[24]  North bound freight (6243?) hauled by 2200F(?). 

[25]  Gladstone bound coal hauled by 3502 + 3626 and 3611 + 3642 (51 + 51 waggons). 

[26]  Brisbane bound freight (C742?) hauled by 3907. 

[27]  Before moving north again, we first of all capture a train (6277) in Denison 
Street, Rockhampton, where rail traffic shares with road traffic. The loco 
hauling the freight heading north is 2811, one of the 2800 class locomotives 
rapidly taking over most of the running on the Coast line from Rockhampton 
north to Cairns and from Townsville to Mt Isa. These large locos remind one 
of the National Rail NR class. Certainly, they sound much the same and come 
from the same stable. For the enthusiast, they probably mean the coming of 
the end of much of the variety that is still a part of Queensland, albeit a variety 
already reduced from earlier decades.       (28.10.97) 

[28]  The same train, not far north of Rockhampton. The landscape for hundreds of 
kilometres north of Rockhampton is very dry. 

[29]  The same train, just south of Sarina, near Koumala (?), in less dry country. 

[30]  The first view in this video of a sugar cane train: a very long 600 mm train 
(tram?), with well over 200 waggons, coming into Sarina from the south, hauled 
by a comparatively large loco (further examples of “44 tonners{?}” appear later 
in the video)       (28.10.97) 

[68]  The NRs move off. 

[69]  The railcars depart for Corinda, cross over the north-bound line and the standard 
gauge and disappear under the road overpass. 

 For the last section of RailView 9 we take a look at activity around Goondiwindi 
and Dalby, both in the south of the State, but this time the scene is set back in 
mid 1989. The original tape is Video 8, and is mainly hand held, so that viewers 
will understand the definition not being late 1990s standard. In the video field, 
the technology of nine or ten years ago is ‘archival’! 

[70]  The first scenes in this section are around Goondiwindi. The time is about the 
same: fairly early morning; the train is going west, too, and probably runs to 
the same kind of timetable; but the big difference is that the train in 1989 is a 
Mixed, at least from Goondiwindi west. This is the Dirranbandi Mail (Train 
No. 3H14) officially a passenger train from Brisbane to Goondiwindi and then 
a Mixed, but apparently called the Mail throughout. After this tape was shot, 
the Brisbane departure was changed to Toowoomba, and before long the Mail 
quietly died! In this scene we see the Mail, sleeping car and sitting car at the 
rear, leaving Goodiwindi, headed by 1747, at quite a fair pace, but this pace will 
not last long!       (30.6.89) 

[71]  Sure enough, before too many kilometres west of Goodiwindi, the speed limit 
lowers and we see the train rolling along at no more than 30-40 kms per hour. A 
little further on, we get another view of the train, this time a more direct side-on! 

[72]  Toobeah, 45 kms from Goondiwindi, is the first stop for the Mail. We see it 
leaving the station and we follow it into the distance until the driver closes the 
throttle, and we think that it must be coasting. But no! 

[73]  Apparently, something has been left undone back at the station, so the train 
reverses back, the unfinished business is attended to, and, in this scene, we see 
another departure, but this time further out, and with the train being driven with 
some gusto! 

 For the last six shots we move to the area around Dalby, on the main Western 
Line 83 kms from Toowoornba. 

[74]  We first of all go 24 kms west of Dalby to Macalister, which is now the location 
of a large coal mine (see Note to [4]). The three times per week 2000 class railcar 
from Toowoomba to Roma (Train No.5R 16), a service that never seemed to be 
advertised (just like the Dirranbandi Mail!), is seen slowly leaving the siding, 
the driver giving the photographer a suspicious glance, and then accelerating 
through the gears, the exhaust reverberating in the clear air. (3.7.89) 

[75]  2144A and a 1460 class head a freight west out of Dalby.       (4.7.89) 
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[56]  A short while later we see the train at Biboorah, where it turns in a more easterly 
direction, crossing the Barron River over an impressive bridge. We hear the 
locos opening up in the distance. 

 After a comfortable day and night aboard The Queenslander from Cairns, 
recovering from all the driving of the past two weeks, we now approach a wet 
Brisbane, where the last shots of the 1997 visit to Queensland are made. 

[57]  The next four views are from the sleeping compartment of The Queenslander, 
showing the busy railway scene as we pass Mayne Depot: we first of all see 
stainless steel loco hauled cars waiting for the peak hour, then diesel locos, 
followed by electric locos and finally electric multiple unit trains. Roma Street 
Station is only a short distance away now.       (5.11.97) 

 The next series of shots are taken on the next morning (6.11.97) at Roma Street. 
The aim is to convey an impression of the busy Brisbane scene, with its modem 
25,000 volts A.C. suburban electrics and the remaining few diesel and electric loco-
hauled trains. The continuing rain means that all shots are taken from underneath 
the platform roofs and, in order to get from end of the platform to the other in a 
hurry, and also to avoid getting in people’s way, all shots are hand held! 

[58]  1516 arrives from Shorncliffe and departs to the south/west (for car storage?). 

[59]  1530, having arrived from Mitchelton, departs, again to car storage. 

[60]  3923 from Manly departs for Bowen Hills. as a suburban E.M.U. arrives. 

[61]  1563D from Redbank departs for Bowen Hills. 

[62]  3907 from Thorneside arrives and departs for Bowen Hills. 

[63]  A suburban E.M.U. arrives from Brisbane Central and departs. 

[64]  An E.M.U. departs, a 3 car unit arrives and departs and another 6 car train arrives.
 
 We now move briefly to Yeerongpilly, on the Beenleigh/Robina (Gold Coast) 

line, between which station and Corinda on the Ipswich line there is a shuttle 
service, operated at present by 2000 class diesel railcars, for which there is 
currently very little work anywhere else! Yeerongpilly station is also situated 
beside the standard gauge line from Sydney. 

[65]  The railcars arrive from Corinda. 

[66]  National Rail standard gauge NR8 and NR65 pause near the station. 

[67]  The railcars, having run north of the station to cross over to the south bound 
line, arrive back in the station. 

[31]  On the same afternoon, another cane train is seen just south of Sarina, at a place 
where the cane line, the North Coast main line and the electrified coal lines for 
Coppabella run parallel. As the cane train trundles north, a very lightly laden 
freight heads south with 2104A and 1575H. This train is obviously going to 
pick up more loading later on. 

[32]  The distillery near Sarina station can be heard as a north bound freight, headed by 
2819 slowly passes through the station on the same night. The train’s approach 
is heralded by the reflection of the headlight running along the tracks. 

 We now move inland from Sarina to the lines serving collieries in the north 
of the Bowen Basin. Loading is brought to Hay Point, north-east of Sarina. 
The main line here is simply startling: seemingly in the middle of nowhere, 
we come across a line, which, with its ‘high tech’ 25,000 volt A.C. and heavy, 
double track, could have come straight out of Europe! The trains here are even 
longer than those serving the Blackwater area: up to 140 waggons, with two 
locos at the front, and two or three mid-train, the locos being almost exclusively 
of the 3100/3200 class. 

[33]  East-bound (loaded) train, some 50+ kms south-west of Sarina, headed by 3104 
+ 3245, with 3233 + 3273 + 3235 mid-train. (60 + 60 waggons)       (29.10.97) 

[34]  Another east-bound train at the same location, shown as its mid-train locos 
round the curve in the distance. 

[35]  West-bound (empty) train at the same location, headed by 31/3200 locos, with 
3218 + 3215 midtrain. (70 + 70 waggons) 

[36]  An east-bound train (70 + 70 waggons) headed by 3144 + 3276, with three 
31/3200 locos midtrain, 40+ kms from Sarina. This train was just caught, as can 
be seen from the late start, but is included, showing the whole train, (i) because 
it was travelling quite fast, and (ii) to show the quite considerable amount of 
coal dust that is produced, especially if there is some wind. It would be almost 
impossible to keep the locos clean, especially those mid-train. The video camera 
was packed away quickly to avoid possible damage! 

 In all, while this line, and its branches further west, leave a strong impression of 
a really massive rail operation, we found it not as appealing as the Rockhampton 
- Emerald line: this latter line has more variety, both in the kind of trains running 
and the motive power operating them. As far as electric locos are concerned, 
there is greater variety, too, in the classes operating on the Central line. 

 We return to the main North Coast line, on our way north, pausing briefly at 
Proserpine. 

[37]  A loaded cane train crosses the Bruce Highway at Proserpine.       (29.10.97) 
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 The next two scenes are in the vicinity of Bowen, where another coal line leaves 
the main line, at Merinda, heading a little west of south to Collinsville and 
Newlands. Export coal is conveyed to Abbot Point, 20+ kms from Merinda, 
and the branch leaves the main line about 8 kms north of Merinda. The Pring 
loco depot serving the Collinsville/Newlands line is situated just a kilometre 
or two along the branch south from Merinda. The Pring depot is the home for 
the 13 strong 2600 class G.E. locos, whose exhaust is quite different from the 
predominant G.M.s, and is certainly louder than their 2800 class colleagues. 

[38]  2611, 2602 and a 2470 class on empty coal (69 waggons), some 18 kms from 
Merinda. The bark of the 2600s in this shot is the only time this sound is 
captured, unfortunately!       (30.10.97) 

 
[39]  A return working (46 waggons) a couple of kilometres further on, with 2179F 

and 2610, but with the locos hardly powering. As we were unaware that the 
Abbot Point line did not leave the main line for another 8 kms or so beyond 
Merinda, we missed videoing the heavy train climbing north from Merinda. We 
drove past the train, with its 2600 really making its presence felt, but were too 
late to capture it on video! 

 A couple of days were spent in Townsville, which is a very busy railway centre. 
The junction for the Mt Isa line is at Stewart, some 10 kms south of Townsville. 
Just south of here is Partington yard, where the lines are rarely empty of traffic. 
South of Partington there is double track, with trains in both direction quite 
often. One of the problems on the North Coast line for a visitor, in particular, 
is finding good vantage points away from main roads. In the Partington area, it 
was useful to take a side road or two and hope that there was no other car about 
when a train came: the area was very dry and just one car would throw up a 
large amount of dust! 

[40]  2837 heads a north bound freight (6273?), just a kilometre or two south of 
Partington.       (30.10.97) 

[41]  2839 heads the south-bound Sunlander at the same location on the same 
afternoon. The 2800 towers above the carriages, which, being short, make a 
rapid beat over the rail joints. 

[42]  A south-bound empty coal train (39 waggons) for the Collinsville line, headed by 
2459 and 1554, leaves Partington yard in the late afternoon, with the background 
sound of traffic on the Bruce Highway, powers up as it passes and climbs up 
the grade under the Highway. A north bound freight, conveying molasses (?), 
crosses the ‘coalie’ as 2130F heads it down into Partington yard. Collinsville 
line coal passes through here on its way to Mt Isa. Apparently, empty waggons 
are loaded with metals on the return journey, this material being unloaded at 
Townsville. 

[43]  2834 heads a west-bound freight a few kilometres out from Stewart on the same 
afternoon. 

[44]  The north-bound Sunlander, headed by 2831, approaches Partington yard. 
(31.10.97) 

[45]  South-bound freight headed by 2133F at the same location on the same day. 

[46]  A south-bound coal (43 waggons) for Collinsville, this time headed by 2416D 
and 2451. 

[47]  Late on the same day, 2821 on a long and heavy oil train heading west, just a 
short distance on from where [43] was shot. 

[48]  The Townsville-bound Inlander from Mt Isa is seen, headed by 2804, a short 
distance west of the location for [47].       (1.11.97) 

[49]  2459 and 1553D are captured in Partington yard as they head towards Townsville 
on the same morning. The two were seen coming and a hurried hand-held shot 
eventuated. 

 We now head north, on the last lap of the long journey to the Cairns area. But we 
first interrupt our progress to watch another sugar cane train or two. The operations 
on the vast sugar cane networks are a field that is just waiting to be covered on 
video! 

[50]  Not far south of Ingham, we see a small and old looking loco dragging a long 
cane train north, just beside the Bruce Highway. The friendly driver calls out 
from the cab, saying that “shorty”, then correcting himself to “shortly” (the 
photographer is average height!), a 44 tonner would be coming along! 

[51]  Unfortunately, the 44 tonner arrived stealthily and a trailing shot was all that 
could be got.       (1.11.97) 

 We have now arrived in the Cairns area, and our first shot is on the Atherton 
Tableland. 

[52]  RailCo’s steam locomotive Cl7 No. 812 heads a tourist train from Atherton 
to Herberton up the Herberton Range and into the tunnel at the summit.  
(2.11.97) 

[53]  The train returns from Herberton and is seen approaching the tunnel from the 
southern side of the range. 

[54]  The Cairns to Kuranda Tourist train, hauled by 1750D, starts its long climb 
from the coastal plains to the tableland. We follow it as it climbs below us and 
off to the right; then, a short while later, we see it above us, climbing in the 
opposite direction.       (3.11.97) 

[55]  The afternoon Goods from Atherton and Mareeba to Cairns, hauled by 1770D 
and 1764D, is seen soon after leaving Mareeba, heading north on the first part 
of its journey to Kuranda and then down the Range.       (3.11.97) 
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