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                      Background Notes  -  Steam Times 5       (Compiled April, 
2007) 

 
Welcome to Steam Times 5, the last in a series of productions looking 
at railway operations in NSW, other states of Australia, New Zealand, 
the United Kingdom and Germany, at various times during the period 
from the late 1950s to the early 1970s. The main subject of the series is 
steam in normal everyday duties, before the final moves to full 
dieselisation and/or electrification.  
 
There has rarely, if ever, been a piece of machinery that has made 
such an impression on humankind as the Steam Locomotive. The sight 
of it, and the sound of it, demand attention, even when it is stationary.  
But it is when it is in motion that it stirs the passions! No matter 
where it is working, or how it is working, at speed with an express or 
lifting a heavy goods train up a steep grade, or even just drifting along, 
there’s no mistaking its passage! And yet, despite the unique sight and 
sound of it, there is a great variety in its various manifestations 
throughout the world and even in the same state/country. 
 
There is a natural tendency for one to appreciate most one’s own state 
or country’s railways and locomotives. Indeed, there are some who 
show little real interest in any but the home-grown products! Some are 
even reluctant to go further than their state’s or country’s borders (this 
happens with enthusiasts of diesel and electric locos, too!). I believe 
there is little validity in a parochial, narrow interest in something as 
universal as the steam locomotive, even though this restricted kind of 
interest is fairly common. Those subscribing to this kind of interest, 
however, are missing out on a wealth of experiences. As a NSW 
resident, and loving NSW engines, I’ll never forget the thrill of my first 
experience of South Australian steam when, many years ago, from the 
open window of a door on the Adelaide bound Overland, I witnessed a 
humble F class tank engine charging up the 1 in 45 of the Adelaide 
Hills with a morning Passenger. Wow! What great things were in store 
for me! This was “familiar territory”, in a sense, as all steam is, as all 
railways are, but it was, at the same time, also, a completely new 
experience! So, I hope that viewers will enjoy sharing my own past 
experiences of steam, as we travel far and wide, in the search for its 
manifestations in near and distant climes. 
 
The Trains Alive NSW Programme having been completed with the 
release of Steam Times 4 in late 2005, Steam Times 5 looks at steam 
working in the other states of Australia, and in New Zealand, the U.K. 
and Germany. There are also very short glimpses of steam in Italy, 
Turkey, India and the U.S. As a bonus, there is also footage in a 
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completely different realm: a look at a Flying Boat leaving Rose Bay, 
Sydney, for Lord Howe Island and a Douglas DC4 at Mascot, Sydney, 
leaving for Norfolk Island.  
 
First of all, a few remarks about archival films, their transfer to video, 
and some other matters (owners of earlier Steam Times productions 
have seen most of this material already!).  
   
 (1) Steam Times productions were all mastered from the non-
professional film, Standard 8. Standard 8 is a very small gauge and 
runs at 16 frames per second, as against 16mm's 24 frames per second 
and TV's 25 frames per second, so that definition and steadiness will 
not be up to 16mm and TV standards, but viewers will find it quite 
satisfactory as long as they do not sit close to the screen. Most of the 
very few extant movies of the steam era were taken by amateurs, not 
professionals, and most of us simply could not afford the relatively 
huge cost of 16 mm; 8mm was the norm. Like most of my few fellow 
movie photographers, I did not use a tripod very often and had never 
heard of monopods! But I had a reasonably steady hand, so there is 
relatively little unsteadiness.  
 
 (2) All film can deteriorate with age, and, as the original footage in 
Steam Times productions is up to 49 years old, there are scenes where 
it is obvious that deterioration has occurred, especially with colour 
rendition in Agfa or Ansco films. Kodachrome's keeping qualities were 
much better, as it has turned out, but it was more expensive! There is 
a limit to how much one can digitally remedy deteriorated colour, any 
enhancement often having unwanted side effects! All the film used in 
the production of this DVD was cleaned before being transferred to 
digital tape, using the chemical methods available, but some film 
remained as “dirty” as before! The sophisticated cleaning methods used 
in the U.S., for example, were not available to amateurs in Australia, 
as far as I know, and additional chemical cleaning was not feasible 
because of possible damage to the already old film..  
 
Many productions incorporating transfer from film to video/DVD, even 
those done by professional set-ups, suffer from “strobing”. This is a 
pulsating darker and lighter visual effect and is caused by the film 
projector running at a speed at which the number of frames per second 
is not completely compatible with that of the video/DVD camera. It is 
difficult to control perfectly, especially with equipment that is now old 
and obsolete, There is very occasional strobing in this production, but 
it is minimal and may not even be noticeable to many viewers. There 
has recently been technological progress with digital transfer from film 
that is said to remedy problems caused by the age of films and even by 
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their gauge. This would be great for the small standard 8mm film, but 
its cost could be prohibitive and I have doubts that the results would 
be worthwhile. And there is a problem: almost all of us who took movie 
film in the steam era are now well into middle and old age. We cannot 
wait for the possible miracle “cures”; we need to get our old films out to 
the public now, while we’re fit enough, physically and especially 
mentally, to be able to do all the really difficult and frustrating work 
involved in transforming old amateur films into presentable archival 
documents! 
 
(3) Because the 8mm movie film spool ran for only two minutes before 
you had to reverse it to continue, and because all movie film was 
relatively expensive, most shots were short, focussing on the things 
that were most interesting to us, i.e. the engines. The full length of a 
goods train was not a priority, although a number of goods trains are 
shown in full in Steam Times 5. Railway modellers will probably get 
more from photos in books than from movies.   
   
(4) Sound: One of the most important motivations when I started 
taking movies was to capture the sound as well; both sight and 
sound are important, especially in portraying steam! Unfortunately, 
most of the amateurs (and the very few professionals) who were taking 
movies, as opposed to stills, did not capture the sound as they were 
shooting. I can understand this, considering the great difficulty there 
was with the cumbersome and complicated equipment needed before 
transistors came out, and then the rather crude mini transistor tape 
recorders of the early 60s. I was determined to capture sound, 
however, even if, very often, I cursed my decision to do so. I was 
unsuccessful in my efforts on quite a few occasions: if I suddenly came 
upon a train to capture, the movie camera was often all I could get 
ready and the sound had to be missed. The sound in Steam Times 
productions is mono and is not hi-fi, and there are the inevitable pops, 
clicks, distortion and tape hiss that occur with recordings made with 
older generation consumer equipment and with the poor quality tapes 
that sometimes had to be used. With so many scenes in the production, 
it was impossible to try to "doctor" every pop, click or hiss. Also, some 
of the original sound recordings are almost 50 years old and there has 
occasionally been some serious deterioration; this has meant some 
“patching up” and substitution etc. However, I trust that viewers will 
be happy with most of the sound and will certainly be pleased that it is 
there, anyway, instead of what is often offered as an alternative in 
archival productions! Where there was no sound simultaneously 
recorded (in a minority of shots), a lot of effort has been expended in 
selecting "takes" from my large collection of tapes, in order to come up 
with an acceptable substitute. As I have found in conversations with 
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viewers of earlier Steam Times DVDs, I would be very surprised if 
more than very few could tell which shots have simultaneously 
recorded sound and which do not! In Steam Times productions, unlike 
some on the market, you don’t have a train going 20 kms per hour 
while the audio track has it going 40 kms per hour, or vice versa! The 
sound levels vary according to a number of factors: the kind of 
engine/train, its distance from the recorder, the kind of railway track, 
the presence of wind and where it is blowing, the time of day etc. We 
have endeavoured to keep the sound at a reasonable level throughout, 
i.e. the viewer will not have to keep altering the volume level (which 
should be set reasonably high) as the DVD progresses.  
    
 (5) It is suggested that viewers refer to a book like Locomotives of 
Australia, by Leon Oberg, for details of the various loco classes 
portrayed in the Australian Parts of Steam Times 5. For the overseas 
sections, some basic details are given in these Notes, but, obviously, 
more information will have to be gained from other resources if it is 
needed. A World Atlas would also be very useful; the task of producing 
the number of maps needed to cover all the areas looked at in Steam 
Times 5, either in these Notes or in the DVD itself, was considered 
too complicated and time consuming. 
 
(6) Some features of Steam Times DVDs in general and Steam Times 
5 in particular: (a) Each shot has a number appearing for a few 
seconds, usually in white, and usually on the upper right of the screen; 
this can vary, depending on the background. The numbers refer to the 
information given in these Notes for each shot. (b) Train numbers are 
not given, because of the virtual impossibility of determining them, 
either when the shot was originally taken, or currently. Similarly, it 
has been found impossible, except in a few cases, to determine which 
particular trains are being portrayed. Engine numbers are given, 
where possible. When one is shooting movies, the priority is to make 
the shot as good as possible; engine numbers are irrelevant while the 
shooting is proceeding. If you don't have anyone else present who can 
assist you, you have to rely on viewing the movie later to try to 
determine the number, and that's often difficult, because some trains 
are in the distance and, even when close, numbers on grimy and/or 
quickly passing locos can be almost impossible to decipher. In some 
instances in overseas shots, even the class of engine proved difficult to 
determine, due to the simple issue of unfamiliarity, especially where 
there were variations within classes.  (c) Unlike the NSW programmes, 
where access to gradient information has been a relatively easy 
matter, the situation is different elsewhere and only occasionally are 
the gradients given. (d) Dates of the shots are given, where they are 
known, but, frequently, only the year or part of the year is given, and 
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that could be wrong! I wasn’t a good diary writer and it is only 
occasionally that I have the exact dates! Generally, in each Part in the 
production, the shots are in chronological order. The precise location of 
a number of shots has been “lost in the mists of time” and, in fact, it 
was sometimes not even known when the shot was taken! I have 
attempted to be accurate and have consulted colleagues, but there may 
still be errors. If viewers can help out in this regard, or can remedy any 
mistakes that may have occurred in the documentation, please make 
contact! Observations made in these Notes refer to the times when the 
scenes were shot, which could be as long as 49 years ago. The current 
situation may be similar, or may be vastly different! 
 
An apology to viewers who prefer to watch a DVD right through rather 
than have to go back to the Menu as each Part finishes. The 
professional firm that does our authoring and duplicating were asked 
about the possibility of “straight through”. The answer was that, for 
technical reasons, this would entail repeating the whole duration of 
the DVD, even though the actual viewing duration would obviously 
remain 90 minutes, and this would jeopardise the quality of an original 
that needs the best transfer possible. We were asked to have Menus 
when Steam Times 2 and 3 were being put onto DVD, so have obliged 
ever since, even though there is the downside! 

 
************************************ 

 
Queensland comes first in this world tour. It was the first state of 
Australia outside NSW that I was able to visit, having to rely mainly 
upon my family’s interstate travels to be able to indulge in some 
“foreign” train chasing. This was, and still is, narrow gauge (3ft 6” – 
1067 mm) territory, and back in the steam era it looked like it, too, 
whereas now it has a much bigger image! A very restricted loading 
gauge was most likely the reason for Q.R.’s small steam locomotives, 
but they were still impressive machines, often with brightly painted 
exteriors, and kept in good order, at least earlier on, and capable of 
quite fast speeds, despite their relatively small driving wheels. It was 
unfortunate that finances, among other things, kept me from 
travelling far in this very large state, so that I was restricted to the 
very south, near the NSW border, around Brisbane, and in the 
Toowoomba area. Nevertheless, Queensland’s variety is well 
represented in this DVD, with its fairly frequent country passenger 
and goods trains, and its busy Brisbane steam operated suburban 
services giving plenty of opportunities for footage! Distances are given 
in kilometres from Brisbane. 
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[1] Tweed Heads, just on the NSW side of the Queensland border, was 
the terminus of a 69 mile (111 km) lightweight line from South 
Brisbane, run almost exclusively by the small 4-6-0 engines of the 
PB15 class (earlier ones had Stephenson’s valve gear and later 
ones Walschaert’s) These machines had 4ft diameter (122 cms) 
driving wheels and a tractive effort of 12,000 lbs (53.4 kN). Their 
trains were not heavy! The Bjelke-Petersen government made 
what turned out to be a short sighted decision in the late 50s to 
close the South Coast Line and it did so from Nerang to Tweed 
Heads on July 1st, 1961, with the rest of the line being closed later 
on. In recent years, a costly new line, on a quite different route, 
has been built to serve the big, and growing population on the Gold 
Coast. There is still a distance to be completed. In this shot we see 
PB15 Walschaert’s valve gear No.743 (which had probably brought 
in a train from South Brisbane earlier on) turn on the triangle and 
couple up to the 1.55 p.m. train back to the city.   (September 
1958) 

 
[2] Shot taken from this Brisbane-bound train as it makes its way 

north. The bridge seen is typical of the wooden structures on this 
line, helping to restrict the motive power to the diminutive PB15. 
As the train approaches South Brisbane, we catch a fleeting look 
at the NSW 35 class (3529) engine with the Down Brisbane 
Express on the parallel standard gauge line. 

 
[3]  The next shots were taken around Roma Street Station in 

Brisbane in September, 1958. This station was the main one for 
country services and also served suburban services to and from 
Ipswich. In the late 50s, a number of suburban services on the 
northern side of the Brisbane River did not pass through Roma 
Street, but terminated at or departed from Brisbane Central, the 
main station for the city centre of Brisbane, just under a kilometre 
to the east. At the time of these shots, the Brisbane suburban 
system must have been one of the busiest steam operations in the 
world! Urgent exhaust beats and melodious chime whistles were 
an ever-present close up or background sound. While some trains 
were diesel hauled, mainly on some country services, most were 
steam. The shots here have all been grouped together, because I 
could not tell from where they had come and what their 
destinations were, with only a couple of exceptions. The first few 
shots were taken on the southern side of the station and most of 
the rest from railway offices high up on the northern side. Two of 
the shots were taken very close to the station on the northern side, 
the first of which showing a Toowoomba train leaving, a service 
that was usually diesel hauled. The last shot shows some film 
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damage, but it was included because it affects only a few seconds. 
Tender engines of the PB15(?), B18• and BB18• (Pacific) classes 
and tank engines of the D17 and DD17 (4-6-4) classes are seen at 
work. In the background for most of the shots, one can hear the 
“buzz” of a large city.  

 
The next group of 6 shots were taken on the south side of the 
Brisbane River. The southern system was basically separate from 
the busier northern side and the south side city terminus was 
South Brisbane. The shots here were taken barely a couple of 
kilometres south of South Brisbane, where the line climbs gently 
at grades from 1 in 80 to 1 in 188. A D17 was seen at work, but all 
the trains shown are hauled by PB15s, with the third one alone 
(Shot No. 6) showing a South Brisbane bound train coasting down 
the grade. The engines of all the other trains are working hard to 
get their train moving at a reasonable pace from the previous 
station (Gloucester Rd?).  

 
[4] The first two shots were taken in September, 1958. A Stephenson’s 

valve gear PB15 climbs up the grade, followed by ... 
 
[5] ...a Walschaert’s version.      
 
[6] This shot of a Walschaert’s engine coming down the grade and the 

next three shots were taken in September-October 1963.   
 
[7] Is this a Stephenson’s or a Walschaert’s?  
 
[8] A Stephenson’s, followed by... 
 
[9] a Walschaert’s. 
 
[10] Ipswich, some 38+ kms south-west of Brisbane, on the main line to 

Toowoomba, is still the western limit of Brisbane’s suburban 
system. While an important loco depot because of some branch 
lines in the neighbourhood, Ipswich’s main task before 
electrification of the Brisbane system was to stable and prepare 
engines for the busy suburban traffic to and from Brisbane. This 
shot on a Sunday in May, 1965, gives some idea of the number of 
engines on its allotment. 

 
 We now spend a short time at Nambour, 104.5 kms north of 

Brisbane, on the long North Coast Line to Cairns. Here, we catch 
two loaded sugar cane trains serving Nambour’s big mill, now 
closed. It is October, 1962. 

¼ ¼
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[11] With its heavy load, Bli Bli comes up the street in Nambour, soon 

to enter the Mill. Road traffic, of course, has to stop while the long 
train clears intersections! The gauge for sugar cane lines is 2ft 
(610 mm). 

 
[12] Away from the town, another engine lifts its load up a grade into a 

cutting, its sharp exhaust filling the area. 
 
 We move away from Brisbane and the coast to the Toowoomba 

area. The line to Toowoomba was (is still?) called the “Main Line”, 
probably because it was the first country line in the State. 
Toowoomba, on the Great Dividing Range at an altitude of 1924 ft 
(586 m.), is 162.5 kms from Brisbane. It had (still has?) a large loco 
depot because of a number of branch lines in the area, as well as 
serving the “Main Line” to Brisbane, the Southern Line to 
Warwick (and South-Western Line from there to Goondiwindi and 
Dirranbandi) and Wallan-garra, connecting there with the NSW 
system, and the Western Line through Dalby, Roma and 
Charleville to Cunamulla. Because of the long, heavy grades to 
climb the “Range”, the “Main Line” was among the first lines to be 
largely dieselised. The first four scenes were shot in September, 
1958. 

 
[13] In a long scene, a BB18•  heads a lengthy Goods up the 1 in 50 

grade south out of Toowoomba (towards Harristown) on its way to 
Warwick (256 kms), in the early morning sun.  

 
[14] The Passenger from Dirranbandi (Mixed from Warwick) 

approaches Harristown (167 kms) on the outskirts of Toowoomba, 
behind a BB18• (1 in 90) 

 
[15] A B18•  on the Brisbane bound Mail from Wallan-garra (or 

Warwick only?) leaves Warwick, crossing the Condamine River. (It 
was found  impossible to boost the low sound level of the audio 
track for this shot!) 

 
[16] The same train is not far from Harristown. 
 
 The next eight shots were taken in September, 1959. 
 
[17] A B18•  heads a Goods between Stanthorpe (318.5 kms) and 

Wallan-garra (359 kms).  
 

¼

¼

¼

¼
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[18] A BB18•  leaves Toowoomba with 7.30 a.m. Brisbane Passenger. I 
may be wrong, but I fancy that this train, like most between 
Toowoomba and Brisbane, was normally diesel hauled by this 
time. The train is approaching Harlaxton (159 kms), the summit of 
the line to Brisbane and 84 ft (25m.) higher than Toowoomba 
Station. (1 in 90) 

 
[19] From around the same vantage point, the Westlander from 

Cunnamulla (972 kms) can be seen climbing the last kilometre or 
so into Toowoomba from the west. The General Motors chant is 
heard clearly from its 1450 class (?) diesel.    (1 in 90) 

 
[20] A B18• climbs the grade out of Toowoomba on a Passenger to 

Warwick. 
 
[21] In what might possibly be a rare shot, two BB18•s head a Goods 

from Brisbane over the summit of the long climb from Lockyer 
(122 kms) to Harlaxton (much of which is equal to 1 in 40 
straight). 

 
[22] A BB18•  really charges out of Toowoomba with a long Sydney 

Mail. It is school holiday time and some young passengers have 
spied the photographer! 

 
[23] The same train leaves Warwick, but with a reduced load, the other 

cars going to Goondiwindi on the Mixed. The train has accelerated 
quite dramatically, but now slackens off, as it approaches curves. 

 
[24] I think that this shot is, in fact, the Mixed referred to in [23]. but 

one thing I do remember is that I had just a few seconds of film 
left! The Mixed is headed by a C17 (4-8-0) and a PB15. What a pity 
I could only get just a small bit of the train, including some 
processing film holes! 

 
[25] It is now September, 1961, and I am on the Sydney Mail climbing 

from Warwick to Cotton Vale (301 kms). There are a number of 
shots taken from the train in the afternoon sun. 

 
 The next 13 shots were taken in August, 1963. 
 
[26] The Brisbane bound Mail is headed by the usual BB18•  as it 

speeds               along north of Stanthorpe. 
 
[27] It is seen further on, having stopped at a station. This line, which 

was reasonably busy, is now virtually closed south of Warwick. 

¼

¼

¼s

¼

¼
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Passenger trains ceased to run years ago (with the motivation 
apparently coming from Queensland, and NSW probably only too 
happy to come to the party). The NSW line has been closed north 
of Armidale for a number of years now. 

 
[28] The Wallan-garra bound Mail is seen with its BB18•  between 

Toowoomba and Warwick, but closer to Warwick.   
 
[29]  It is seen further on, at speed, and... 
 
[30] ...is now being paced. 
 
[31]  It has now left Warwick and is starting the long climb south. 
 
[32] A (pre-war) C17 on what is probably the Dirranbandi Mail 

approaches Harristown from the south. 
 
[33] An AC16, one of a class of Mikados (2-8-2) hailing from the United 

States, heads a Goods from Dalby (84 kms from Toowoomba) on 
the Western Line, not far from Toowoomba. (1 in 90) 

 
[34] In thick fog, a BB18•  heads a train from Brisbane near the 

summit at Harlaxton. 
 
[35] Another AC16 is seen climbing from the west, the shot this time 

being taken from a distance. 
 
[36] A (post-war “Brown Bomber”) C17 on a Goods from Warwick 

approaches Harristown. 
 
[37] A BB18•  on a Passenger from Toowoomba is seen near Harlaxton.  
 
[38] The 3 times a week Passenger from Roma to Toowoomba is 

climbing the last long grade to Toowoomba on a very windy day. 
 
[39] In 1965, the Queensland Railways celebrated their Centenary. 

There were numerous special trains scheduled, but probably none 
more spectacular, and certainly none more historic, than the 
running of A10 class No. 6, only the second class of engine to be 
constructed for Q.R. This lengthy Part of Steam Times 5 
concludes with a short shot of the A10 on a photo run with its 
train. 

 
The second Part of Steam Times 5 looks at steam action in Victoria. 
Apologies are due to Victorian enthusiasts for this Part being so short! 

¼

¼

¼
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This is not a reflection of Victoria’s importance in the Australian 
railway scene! In the earlier years of movie shooting I had to rely on 
trips made by my parents (my equipment was too cumbersome to be 
able to go by public transport and then walk to vantage points)! My 
parents usually went north, hence the predominance of Queensland in 
the early shots! And then, when I finally owned a car, for various 
reasons I rarely went interstate. When I did, on two occasions, there 
seemed to be little steam activity! Even around Maryborough in late 
1963, I was blessed with almost no steam! What l did shoot in Victoria 
is all here in the next 10 shots. At least these shots do have, on the 
whole, sound recorded simultaneously, and where that was not 
possible, much effort has been expended in “getting the sound right” (a 
feature in all Steam Times productions), which is more than I can say 
for some otherwise very good recent Victorian productions. Victoria is a 
small State in area, but has a comparatively large population and a 
railway system to match. The railway gauge was originally “broad” (5’ 
3” – 1600 mm) gauge, but in recent years there has been either 
conversion to Standard Gauge (1435 mm) or Standard Gauge laid next 
to the Broad Gauge. However, much of the non-interstate system is 
still Broad Gauge. There was also an amount of 2’ 6” (762 mm) gauge 
track in Victoria, but the only remaining narrow track is on preserved 
lines, particularly the well-known Puffing Billy Railway east of 
Melbourne. 
 
[1] In December 1958, somewhere in Western or North-Western 

Victoria (north of Maryborough?) K class 2-8-0, No. 166, heads a 
long wheat train.  

 
[2] Around the same time, and perhaps near Cressy, a member of the 

much more recent J class 2-8-0 heads its mixed Goods, and there is 
a long, typically Victorian whistle! We would be pleased to hear 
from any viewer who can identify the whereabouts of these two 
shots,  

 
[3] We certainly know where the next few shots were taken! It is 

December 1963 and fleet-footed R741 (4-6-4) heads the Up Swan 
Hill Passenger not far out from Bendigo (162 kms north from 
Melbourne). 

 
[4] Its opposite number charges out of Bendigo and is seen from the 

same vantage point as it heads for Swan Hill (345 kms) to the 
N.N.W., with R718 in charge.  

 
[5] We move to Maryborough (180 kms, on the main line to Mildura), 

a steamier centre than many others in Victoria at this time in the 
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early 60s. Unfortunately, as mentioned above, when we were in 
the district, little activity was evident. One of the few movements 
of any sort was a Down Goods to the north headed by an R class. It 
was a windy day, and the audio bears this out! 

 
[6] Next, we see an N class Mikado (No. 408) hauling a ballast train to 

Avoca (204 kms) on the undulating cross-country line from 
Maryborough to Ararat (211 kms), an important town on the main 
Melbourne–Adelaide line. 

 
[7] We see the same train further on, but from the other side of the 

line, giving the impression that it is travelling in the opposite 
direction! 

 
[8]  As we move towards Ballarat (119 kms), which is on the main 

interstate line to Adelaide), we see R751 on a Goods, probably on 
the line from Ballarat to Maryborough. 

 
[9] On the Down side of Ballarat, on the main line west, J518 heads a 

short Down trip train. 
 
[10] Soon after, R713 heads a Down Goods past the same vantage 

point.  
 
The third Part of Steam Times 5 takes a brief look at Tasmania. 
Until very recently, I was able to get to the Island State only once, and 
that was on a rail tour in April, 1965. By that time, practically all 
regular steam had finished, and this tour was my only opportunity to 
see Tasmanian steam in action. Steam had also finished on the private 
Emu Bay Railway, and there was no steam available for the part of our 
tour on this railway! So, unlike the other Parts of this production, all 
the action here is on special trains!  However, we hope that viewers do 
get an idea of what the steam railway scene was like in this 
particularly pleasant State. The railway gauge in Tasmania is 3’ 6”. 
 
[1] The post war engines in Tasmania were a handsome lot, and 

sounded good, too! MA4 belonged to a class modified from the 
original passenger design (M class) to handle goods workings more 
effectively by having reduced diameter driving wheels (4’–122cms). 
Whether this was successful I do not know. This scene is on the 
Maydena line, which runs W.N.W. of Hobart, the train making its 
way from the capital, with a second shot not long after, crossing 
the Derwent River. It is Friday, 16th April. 

 
[2]  A shot further on. 
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[3] On another photo run, MA4 makes a skidding departure, settles 

down and then skids again as it is opened up. 
 
[4]  It is now Saturday, 17th April, and H3, of the H class Goods 

engines, has made a rare trip to Hobart to head the special to 
Devonport, on the Bass Strait coast. These engines were probably 
the most successful of the entire steam fleet and were highly 
regarded. The vantage point for this shot is a brief photo stop in 
the centre of the State, as the train makes its way uphill towards 
the Rhyndiston Tunnel. The valve setting of H3 seems to be a little 
out, giving a very syncopated beat at this slow speed. This did not 
seem to affect the engine’s performance, however, which seemed to 
be brilliant throughout. 

 
[5] H3 dawdles along at a photo stop, and is then seen... 
 
[6] ....charging over a bridge. 
 
[7] It is now Easter Day, 17th April, and M4, which had taken over the 

train from H3 the day before, at Devonport, heads the special on 
its way from Burnie back to Western Junction, where the line 
meets the main north-south line south of Launceston. The M class 
retains the original sized driving wheels. (4’7”–140cms). The line 
from Burnie east to Devonport (almost 50 kms) is never very far 
from the coast, and much of it is right next to the water, as in this 
“photo shot” and the next one. 

 
[8] A view further to the east. 
 
[9] A much older and smaller engine is the subject of this photo run, 

taken along the branch line from Mole Creek back to Deloraine. 
The CCS 2-6-0 (CCS23) was a member of a class of engine that, 
with variations, was produced in large numbers for Narrow Gauge 
State and private railways all over Australia in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.  

 
[10] Tasmania had few passenger trains in 1965, and in the final shot 

in this Part, at Deloraine?, the only relatively long distance one, 
the Tasman Limited (from Hobart to Launceston and Wynyard), 
hauled by two X (or XA?)  class diesels, accelerates past our train, 
which is now hauled again by H3.  

 
The fourth Part of Steam Times 5 (whose Title should read 1958 – 
1963, not 1966!) takes a comprehensive look at South Australia. This 
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was, and still is, a fascinating State for the railway enthusiast. The 
South Australian Railways covered a lot of territory, despite the 
relatively low population, and there were few larger population centres 
without rail access. The main system was built to the Broad Gauge 
(5’3”), with more distant areas Narrow Gauge (3’6”). In the steam era, 
the only Standard Gauge (4’8”) track was that operated by 
Commonwealth Railways, from Port Pirie Junction (216+ kms) to Port 
Augusta (306 kms) and then to Western Australia (Kalgoorlie). 
Currently, South Australia has relatively little Broad Gauge left, with 
most track being Standard Gauge, and the Narrow Gauge operating 
only in the isolated Eyre Peninsula (apart from the preserved Pichi 
Richi Railway in the Flinders Ranges near Port Augusta). 
 
In the steam era, South Australian Railways motive power had 
changed dramatically from quite small engines to the much larger and 
imposing engines of the Webb era in the 1920s. This large engine 
policy was continued, albeit to a lesser degree, by later 
administrations.  
 
 The first five shots date from January, 1958, when steam was still 

in command, except for much of the longer distance operation over 
the Adelaide Hills, to the south-east of Adelaide, with their 1 in 45 
grades in both directions. Most of the loco hauled suburban trains 
were hauled by a variety of steam passenger and goods engines. 
There were also a number of Diesel Multiple Unit trains in 
operation. Adelaide was a truly fascinating place to watch trains! 
A great loss to me, and therefore to viewers, was that my movie 
camera, with an almost completed film in it (10+ shots of suburban 
trains around Adelaide and in the Adelaide Hills), was stolen at 
Upper Fern Tree Gully railway station in Victoria, just days after 
the film with these next shots was finished! On this trip, 
incidentally, I was accompanied by the much respected railway 
author, the late Ron Preston and photographer par excellence, the 
late Dick Tonkies.  

 
[1] An F class 4-6-2 tank engines is seen from a vantage point about a 

kilometre out of Adelaide station as it heads its train on the main 
line south.  

 
[2] 523, of the impressive 520 class of 4-8-4s, heads another train in 

the same direction. 
 
[3] A much older (late 19th C.) and smaller pre Web era RX class 

engine now wheezes along with its short goods trip train from 
north of Adelaide. 
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[4] 522 hurries its Adelaide-bound train past the same vantage point. 
 
[5] At Nantawarra  (119 kms from Adelaide), on the main line north 

to Port Pirie, the 520 class hauled train that we were on was 
crossed by its opposite number, hauled by 520 itself, Sir Malcolm 
Barklay Harvey. 

 
[6] We move back to Adelaide for the next two shots and it is now 

December 1958. The next shot is a long one and it illustrates how 
busy Adelaide was in the afternoon peak. Apart from the first 
train, which is the Broken Hill Express (hauled by a 520), all the 
rest are either suburban trains or engines waiting to take over 
suburban trains. Engine classes seen are 520, 620 (4-6-2), 700 & 
710 (2-8-2) and F. We also see the well-known 300 and 400 class 
“Red Hen” diesel railcars. 

 
[7] Mile End Depot was Adelaide’s main depot for passenger engines, 

diesel or steam. We spend a short time looking at this depot during 
a very slack period. This site is now apparently a Basketball 
Stadium!  

 
 In May, 1963, 500, class leader of the magnificent looking heavy 

passenger and goods 500 class, was to make its last run. Well 
known railway film producer, Jim Powe, and I made a quick trip to 
South Australia to see this wonderful beast, and, at the same time, 
take a look at the narrow gauge system based on Peterborough, 
246 kms north of Adelaide. 

 
[8] On the 11th of May, 1963, 500 made its last trip – north to 

Angaston (83 kms). The first shot is after a photo stop over the 
Para River Bridge at Gawler (40 kms). 

 
[9] Further on, 500 clanks to a stop approaching Nth Gawler station 

(?). 
 
[10] Now beyond Gawler, near Lyndoch (57 kms), on the way to the 

Barossa Valley, 500 charges up a medium grade, letting us hear its 
American style (Webb era) whistle. 

 
[11] We next see 500 pounding up a 1 in 55 grade and passing under a 

road bridge after leaving Rowland’s Flat (62 kms). 
 
[12] Beside the Chateau Tanunda Winery, 500 makes a “photo run” on 

a 1 in 55 grade and its exhaust almost consumes the tape recorder! 

(?).

 15

 
[4] 522 hurries its Adelaide-bound train past the same vantage point. 
 
[5] At Nantawarra  (119 kms from Adelaide), on the main line north 

to Port Pirie, the 520 class hauled train that we were on was 
crossed by its opposite number, hauled by 520 itself, Sir Malcolm 
Barklay Harvey. 

 
[6] We move back to Adelaide for the next two shots and it is now 

December 1958. The next shot is a long one and it illustrates how 
busy Adelaide was in the afternoon peak. Apart from the first 
train, which is the Broken Hill Express (hauled by a 520), all the 
rest are either suburban trains or engines waiting to take over 
suburban trains. Engine classes seen are 520, 620 (4-6-2), 700 & 
710 (2-8-2) and F. We also see the well-known 300 and 400 class 
“Red Hen” diesel railcars. 

 
[7] Mile End Depot was Adelaide’s main depot for passenger engines, 

diesel or steam. We spend a short time looking at this depot during 
a very slack period. This site is now apparently a Basketball 
Stadium!  

 
 In May, 1963, 500, class leader of the magnificent looking heavy 

passenger and goods 500 class, was to make its last run. Well 
known railway film producer, Jim Powe, and I made a quick trip to 
South Australia to see this wonderful beast, and, at the same time, 
take a look at the narrow gauge system based on Peterborough, 
246 kms north of Adelaide. 

 
[8] On the 11th of May, 1963, 500 made its last trip – north to 

Angaston (83 kms). The first shot is after a photo stop over the 
Para River Bridge at Gawler (40 kms). 

 
[9] Further on, 500 clanks to a stop approaching Nth Gawler station 

(?). 
 
[10] Now beyond Gawler, near Lyndoch (57 kms), on the way to the 

Barossa Valley, 500 charges up a medium grade, letting us hear its 
American style (Webb era) whistle. 

 
[11] We next see 500 pounding up a 1 in 55 grade and passing under a 

road bridge after leaving Rowland’s Flat (62 kms). 
 
[12] Beside the Chateau Tanunda Winery, 500 makes a “photo run” on 

a 1 in 55 grade and its exhaust almost consumes the tape recorder! 



 16

 
[13] Between Tanunda (70 kms) and Nuriootpa (77kms), on very 

slightly rising track, we get a “pacing” shot of 500. 
 
[14] We are now near Nuriootpa and, with a reduced load, 500 makes a 

slippery climb up the 1 in 40 grade on the I.C.I. private line to the 
Penrice Quarry. 

 
[15] 500, now in the distance, approaches the Quarry on an easier 

grade. 
 
[16] On the return run, 500 crosses the Sturt Highway at Rowland’s 

Flat. 
 
[17] 500 now “pours it on”, passing at maximum speed after Gawler. 

The shot was taken at the half speed of 8 f.p.s., because of the very 
dark conditions, but we felt that it was worthwhile to capture 500 
giving its all on an unforgettable last run! 

 
 We now move to South Australia’s Narrow Gauge territory, where 

we see the two main classes of engine that featured in the last 
years of steam: the relatively small, hardly handsome, but 
hardworking and reliable T class 4-8-0 (1903–1917) and the T’s 
successor on the main lines, the powerful 400 class Beyer-Garratt 
4-8-2 + 2-8-4 (1953-4). 

 
[18] The first shot dates back to December 1958 and shows a T class 

quietly chumping back L.E. (light engine) to the Port Pirie Depot 
from the Port Pirie station area, situated on its main street, Ellen 
Street. 

 
[19] It is May 1963; we have completed our coverage of the last run of 

500 and now turn our attention to capturing more of the 
Peterborough Division. In dull weather, a T class vigorously climbs 
the 1 in 80 grade east towards the short tunnel (now non-existent) 
between Peterborough (248 kms) and Ucolta (261 kms) with a load 
of empty ore hoppers bound for Broken Hill, in NSW. The sound 
track for this shot is a little degraded, but the beat of the 3’7” (109 
cms) wheeled T can be heard quite strongly. 

 
[20] From Peterborough, the line south to Terowie (225 kms), 

transshipment station to and from the Broad Gauge, climbs gently 
but steadily to Gumbowie (237 kms). The dull weather has turned 
to rain and we can see evidence of this as a 400 class charges along 
from Peterborough. 
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[21] After some shunting at Gumbowie, the Garratt leaves for Terowie, 

but now a quite different sound is coming from the engine, as it is 
almost smothered in steam as it slowly accelerates and steams 
into the distance. 

 
[22] Peterborough Locomotive Depot was a very steamy place at this 

time, but was destined to lose much of that atmosphere with the 
coming, very soon, of the full complement of the order for 12 830 
class diesel-electrics, which would largely replace the 400 class on 
the Pt Pirie – Cockburn main line. 

  
[23] The last shot in this Part of Steam Times 5 is of a T class leaving 

Yongala and climbing the long (about 10 kms) 1 in 80 grade to 
Belalie North, some 22 kms south west of Peterborough on the 
main line to Gladstone and Port Pirie. This was the ruling grade 
on the narrow gauge line from Peterborough to Port Pirie and was 
for many years the scene for many hard working assaults like this 
one, but perhaps more often starring a 400. It is fitting, however, 
that the Division’s long-standing workhorse should do the 
honours! 

 
The last Part of the Australian section of Steam Times 5 moves to 
Western Australia, a State which, in the 60s, was predominantly 
narrow gauge, except for the standard gauge line through 
Koolyanobbing (iron ore) to Kalgoorlie to link with the eastern States. 
Most Western Australian steam engines were fairly modern and there 
were more than 130 placed in service after WWll. The first five shots 
were taken in Spring, 1968, south of Perth. 
 
[1] The first shot was going to be of a Pm/Pmr class Pacific hauling a 

goods train out of Bunbury (185 kms south of Perth), but the film 
ran out before the engine reached the vantage point! This was, 
unfortunately, the only Pm/Pmr I saw in action. The next train to 
leave Bunbury came soon after, and it was headed by a W class 4-
8-2. There were 60 Ws placed in service between April 1951 and 
June 1951 and they quickly built up a reputation for free running, 
good riding, economical operation and easy maintenance. The first 
of the class was not withdrawn until late in 1970, when 
dieselisation was already quite advanced. 

 
[2] Another W class leaves Ballingup (about 70 road kms south of 

Bunbury) to head north with a goods train, and we follow its 
progress for quite a while. What is quite noteworthy with Western 
Australian engines is that they do not emit black smoke; this is 
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because of the particular kind of coal that is used and which is 
mined at Collie, about 50 kms east of Bunbury. This coal has lower 
heat than the normal kind used elsewhere and engines have to 
have modified boilers etc.  

 
[3] Another W class is seen heading north between Bridgetown (96 

road kms) and Donnybrook (40 road kms). 
 
[4] Yet another W arrives at a siding between Narrogin and Collie in 

the early morning and then gently leaves. Narrogin is 261 rail kms 
from Perth on the main line to Albany, on the coast of the 
Southern Ocean. 

 
[5] A different class for this shot: the 24 large and handsome V class 

2-8-2s were put into service from April 1955 to November 1956. 
We see a V with a heavy goods heading north on the grade north 
out of Narrogin. As it approaches the vantage point, it skids on 
early morning dew-covered rails, but soon recovers and continues, 
albeit a little more slowly, up the grade. 

 
[6] We take a look at the busy steam Depot at Narrogin. Classes to be 

seen include F/Fs, W and a rarity?, Pr No. 521.  
  

The last three shots in this Part were taken in December 1986. 
They feature suburban trains leaving Perth in the period between 
steam operated suburban services and the fully electrified service 
(still expanding) that gives Perth the most up-to-date system in 
Australia.  

 
[7] An A class heads a suburban train east out of Perth, followed by 

another train headed by XA 1415. 
 
[8] A DMU set heads out. 
 
[9] XA 1402 heads a stainless steel set.  
 
This last shot brings to an end the hundreds of shots, some dating back 
to the late 50s, that have looked at the Australian railway scene in the 
era when steam was still in regular service, and which have filled the 
first four Steam Times DVDs (and much of this production).  
 
It is now time to move overseas! I trust that true lovers of steam, 
wherever they are from, will find much to interest, and even excite 
them, in the steam scene in overseas countries. As I said at the 
beginning of these Notes, wherever steam is found there is a welcome 
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familiarity, but there are also differences, sometimes profound, as 
administrations have worked out their answers to the questions that 
have faced them: population, terrain, financial resources and so on 
differing, often greatly, from one place to another. Yes, you could never 
doubt what kind of motive power was pulling your train or was coming 
along for you to photograph, but there were big differences, say, 
between a New Zealand J class and a German 012! See and hear for 
yourself!  
 
Our first country to visit is the United Kingdom. This was my first 
visit to Europe, at a time when most overseas travel was still being 
made by ship. After travelling via New Zealand, Peru, Panama, 
Florida (with 3 weeks by rail around the USA and Canada) and 
Bermuda, Southampton was the end of the journey, with five months 
of Europe (and three months of work in London) awaiting me and four 
other young Australians. It is 1960, five years into the British 
Railways massive modernisation programme and eight years before 
the end of steam in regular service. While I took slides in a number of 
the B.R. Regions, I must apologise right at the start to lovers of the 
Western Region (of which I am one!) that I have no movie footage of 
Castles, Kings, Manors etc! When you are in a country for about four 
months, you think you have time to do everything, but having to work 
full time to keep yourself solvent, you find, too late, that you don’t have 
unlimited time! There were a number of plans to cover more 
adequately a large area of B.R., but they just did not work out! It was 
even more disastrous on the Continent, where, for various reasons, 
nothing of the marvellous French steam scene was captured, except 
what is in my still vivid memories. Thank goodness, Germany fared 
much better, as the final Part will show, because I went there for quite 
a time, much later, in 1973.  
 
 The first section looks at the Midland Region. The first and largest 

group of shots were taken near Harlington, in Bedfordshire, some 
60 kms from London St Pancras. This is the old Midland Line to 
Sheffield, Leeds and the north. There is a slight gradient for Up 
trains in these shots, most of which were taken from the Up side of 
the 4 track Main. At times it was fairly dull, and the movie 
camera, with its automatically controlled exposure, was affected 
disproportionately by the light of the sky, meaning that the shots 
of the trains themselves were often dark. Unfortunately, I was not 
able to capture any of the ex LMS Pacifics, which apparently did 
not run on the Midland Line, but I do fondly remember the 
“cracking” exhaust of the Duchess, which, later on, hauled my 
overnight Glasgow-London train from Carlisle! The classes of 
engine sometimes proved difficult to determine in this section! It 
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would be appreciated if viewers from the U.K. could let us know of 
errors they find.  

 
[1] A Royal Scot  (3 cylinder 4-6-0) heads its train up the slight grade. 
 
[2] A Down Scot follows, then... 
 
[3] ...an Up Stanier Black 5 (2 cylinder 4-6-0). 
 
[4] An Up Jubilee (3 cylinder 4-6-0). 
 
[5] An Up Scot. 
 
[6] A Down Black 5, crossing a D.M.U. 
 
[7] An Up Jubilee exhausts vigorously. 
 
 We now move to the Down side of the line.  
 
[8] A 9F (2-10-0) chortles up the grade with a Goods. 
 
[9] A Down Scot races past. 
 
[10] The last shot is of an Up Scot (45140). 
 

Now to the Lickey Incline, on the former Midland Railway’s main 
line from Derby to Bristol (Western Region). In the Up direction 
(towards Derby), from Bromsgrove to Blackwell, the line climbs for 
about 3.25 kms at 1 in 37.75 Almost all trains had to be assisted 
up the “Incline” by an engine, pushing (unattached) in the rear. All 
trains coming down had to be driven carefully, especially goods 
trains that were “non-fitted” (i.e. without continuous braking). 
While not being over-stressed, the engines heading up the Lickey 
Incline certainly let you know by their exhaust that they were 
earning their keep! As also found by other photographers, 
apparently, I found the lighting quite difficult on this stretch of 
track, with the late spring sun not in the right place, no matter 
which side I shot from.  

 
[11] A Stanier Black Five lifts its train up the bank with a Western 

Region 9400 class 0-6-0 pannier tank assisting in the rear. The 
shot is from the Down side of the track. 

 
[12] The next train is a goods headed by a Johnson ex LMS 0-6-0, with 

two 9400 class tanks assisting.  
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[13] The last of the three shots here shows another Black Five with two 

tanks at the rear, but taken on the Up side of the track. 
 
 The next four shots, taken from suburban station Berrylands (17.5 

kms from London Waterloo), give viewers a glimpse of Southern 
Region trains at speed on the main line from London to 
Southampton. Two of the Southern’s best known express 
passenger engines are seen: the Merchant Navy Pacifics and the 
Lord Nelson 4-6-0s. 

 
[14] The first train is headed by a Merchant Navy on a Down service. It 

is followed by... 
 
[15] ...a Lord Nelson on a Down train. 
 
[16] A Merchant Navy then races past with another Down train,... 
 
[17] ...followed by a Lord  Nelson on an Up service. 
 
 We move a long way north, to Scotland and the scenic West 

Highlands Railway between Glasgow (646 kms from London 
Euston) and Mallaig (264.5 kms from Glasgow). My long train 
from Glasgow to Fort William and back was hauled by a Black 
Five from the former L.M.S. and, just to be up-to-date, a British 
Railways Class 5 4-6-0, two very capable classes, whose vigorous 
exhaust was a pleasure to listen to. From Fort William to Mallaig 
and back, the shortened train was hauled by a K1, from the former 
LNER! The first two shots are from 1960, The third is from 1992, 
showing how great it would have been to have had video 
technology back then!  

  
[18] The K1 slowly heads the train up a steep climb between Fort 

William and Mallaig    
 
[19] The Black Five and the BR Class 5 head the train over a viaduct 

between Fort William and Glasgow. 
 
[20] I could not resist including this shot taken with modern (albeit 

pre-digital) equipment showing a service in the summer of 1992: a 
scheduled tourist service run between Fort William and Mallaig. A 
Black Five, with LMS proudly emblazoned on the tender and an 
LMS number, is the motive power, as it heads its train some miles 
to the west of Fort William on 1 in 50 grades approaching 
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Glenfinnan(?), with some unneeded audio accompaniment of 
unseen machinery.   

 
` We now move to the Eastern Region of British Railways, near 

Hitchin, some 51 kms from London King’s Cross. There is a 1 in 
200 grade from Hitchin to the south, not a steep grade at all, but 
when a train is long and on a fast schedule, it is enough to make 
engines work! Some of the best known former LNER classes are 
seen, albeit fleetingly for the most part, so that the ten scenes are 
soon over! All the Pacifics and the V2 2-6-2 are three cylinder 
engines. The sole two cylinder engines are the B.R. 9F and a B1. 
The shots were taken on two or three visits to Hitchin, with much 
of my time spent simply “drinking in” the intensive rail traffic, 
rather than photographing! 

 
 
 
[21] An A1 (60118?) heads an Up Pullman train south of Hitchin. 
 
[22] A 9F (92040) lifts its goods train at about the same place.  
 
[23] An A4 speeds its train up the 1 in 200, with no exhaust sound 

audible. 
 
[24] 60134, an A1, heads a Down train. 
 
[25] Another A1 (60115) races towards London. 
 
 For the last five shots, the vantage point moves down the grade, 

past a road bridge, towards Hitchin station, which can be seen in 
the distance. 

 
[26] An A4 heads a Down train, with its chime whistle sounding. 
 
[27] A B1 (61114) 4-6-0 heads an Up train towards the overbridge. 
 
[28] A4 (60013 or 60033?) heads another Up train.  
 
[29] An A3 (Flying Scotsman class) works hard, its exhaust quite 

audible as it heads its London-bound train up the 1 in 200. 
 
[30] The ex LNER three cylinder exhaust is heard quite distinctly as a 

V2 (60829) accelerates its train from a stop at Hitchin. This well 
known and admired “Gresley beat” concludes the U.K. Part of 
Steam Times 5. The last scene was to be of an A4 Pacific leaving 
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London Kings Cross on the last 1960 journey of the non-stop 
Elizabethan to Edinburgh (the longest non-stop run in the world, 
and steam!) However the camera jammed and the shot had to be 
abandoned, frustrating because the sound track was unaffected! 

 
The next four series of shots are very brief glimpses of steam in regular 
service in Italy, Turkey, India and the U.S. Except for the Indian 
shots, they will give some idea of what steam was like in these 
countries in 1960. In India, the shot shows what was (and is) a very 
special service.  
 

The first three shots show some action at Venice (Venezia).  Steam 
was not widespread in Italy in 1960, and the country had not 
produced any new steam power since the 1930s. 
 

[31] This shot shows a very unusual and, it might be said, an ugly 
looking engine: it is a Franco Crosti boilered 2-6-0, one of a fairly 
large number of engines so built to use what was claimed to be a 
more efficient kind of boiler. The train is leaving Venice and is 
about to traverse the long causeway to the mainland. The exhaust 
sound of this engine was pleasantly sharper than I thought it 
would be. 

 
[32] The so called Italian Tank (0-6-0) was a very common engine 

around terminals, where its sharp exhaust was often heard.  
 
[33] We now see a “normal” 2-6-0, its sharp exhaust once again quite 

noticeable, as it seems to accelerate slowly out of Venice, this 
seemingly slow acceleration due to the relatively large size of its 
driving wheels ((1850mm - about 6’). 

 
 The next shot moves to Istanbul, in Turkey, an ancient city 

situated on both sides of the Bosphorus, the strait connecting the 
Black Sea with the Aegean Sea (and thence the Mediterranean). 
Istanbul therefore is situated in both Europe and Asia, the two 
continents now joined by bridges, but, in 1960, connection was by 
ferry only. One of my friends and I made a 56 day journey from 
London to Bombay by bus, and a week in Istanbul was a highlight 
of that wonderful trip.  

 
[34] The main railway station in Asian Istanbul, Haydarpasa, was a 

very steamy place in 1960. My only movie shot was of a modern 2-
10-0, probably of a sub-class numbering from 56117 to 56166 and 
built in 1949. My travel diary tells me that I saw a train leaving 
for the capital, Ankara, and this could be that train.  
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[35] Now we move to India, the home, in 1960, and for quite a few 

years after, for steam on three gauges: very narrow, metre and 
5’3”. I was on my way back to Australia, by bus from London to 
Bombay and then home by plane (fly now – pay later!) I did not 
have the opportunity to take movies of metre and broad gauge 
activities, although I did get a few stills. Siliguri Junction, in the 
north of India, as well as being an important metre gauge junction, 
with some impressive looking engines to be seen arriving and 
leaving, is the starting point for the famous Darjeeling Railway, 
which takes one on 2’ (610mm.) gauge track into the foothills of the 
Himalayas and on to Darjeeling, a former hill station of the British 
Raj. and over 7000’ (2133m.) up. Now, I believe, the Railway is a 
tourist attraction rather than an everyday working business 
serving Darjeeling and the villages on the way to it. But until not 
long ago, and certainly in 1960, although it looked like a toy 
railway, it was anything but, being a busy, fully operating 
transportation link. We see only a couple of views, taken from the 
train itself, but with many miles of uninterrupted uphill running, 
one can get an idea from these shots of what a journey on this 
marvellous little train sounds and looks like! And that is without 
seeing the great views one gets. The engines are 19th century 0-4-0 
tanks. 

 
[36] In early March, 1960, I was in the USA on my way to Europe. I 

had travelled by ship from Australia to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
then spent 3 weeks “training” around the U.S. and eastern 
Canada, and finally embarked on the next Southampton bound 
ship from Fort Lauderdale. There was, apparently, only one 
regular steam hauled passenger service in the USA at this time: 
the commuter service between Detroit and Durand on the Grand 
Trunk Western. I had to see this! It is Tuesday 8th March and a 
typical big North American 4-8-4 passenger engine, No. 6319 of 
the U-3-b class of 25 built in 1942-3, is just finishing its journey 
from Durand on a late winter morning, an archetypical image of a 
service that was to end in just a couple of weeks! No. 6319 has 
drivers of 73” and a tractive effort of 59,000 lbs. This shot is out of 
chronological sequence, but, being one of a kind, is better suited 
here with the other three “brief glimpses of steam”, which were 
taken on my return journey to Australia.  

 
The subject of the next Part of Steam Times 5 is New Zealand. The 
first shot was taken in February 1960, early in the voyage referred to 
before. The rest of the shots were taken during a much longer stay 
around Christmas 1965. Despite having 3’6” track and the smaller 
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loading gauge that usually goes with it, the NZ scene did not seem to 
be just a smaller version of Standard Gauge, as will soon be seen! 
 
[1] In 1960 there were two Expresses between the two largest cities 

on the North Island of New Zealand, Wellington and Auckland. 
Both of these were overnight trains: one left each city at 3.40 p.m. 
and was simply called Express; the other was called Night Limited 
and left each city at 7.15 p.m. The first one was certainly steam 
hauled from the end of the electrified railway from Wellington at 
Paekakariki, as will be seen in this shot. Whether it was steam 
hauled all the way, I do not know. The other stopped at fewer 
stations and I believe was diesel hauled all the way. 

  
In this shot we see a K class 4-8-4 leaving Paekakariki with a 
lengthy Express bound for Auckland. The K class packed as much 
locomotive within the loading gauge as was possible and really 
looked massive, despite their overall small size relative to 
standard gauge motive power. The K’s driving wheels were only 
4’6” (1372 mm) diameter, but they were capable of at least 55 
miles (88.5 kms) per hour.  

 
 The rest of the shots in New Zealand were taken in the period 

before and after Christmas 1965. Most of the time was spent in the 
South Island, where steam still predominated, probably because of 
the readily available supplies of coal. The shots are in 
chronological order, from late December 1965 to early 1966. 

 
[2] The first three shots were taken near Greymouth (233 kms from 

Christchurch) on the west coast and the centre for coal. We see a 
Ww class No. 672 4-6-4 tank (driving wheels 3’9” - 1143 mm) 
leaving Greymouth with a Mixed for Rewanui (14.5 kms from 
Greymouth) and its Westland Coal.  

 
[3] The train is speeding along towards Runanga and...  
 
[4]  ...is now climbing away from Runanga towards Dunollie, from 

where the line climbs with a ruling grade of 1 in 26, but where, 
without any road access, no photography was possible, because of 
time constraints. Of interest is the Fell brake van at the rear of the 
train, for use on the Incline. 

 
[5] We now move east from Greymouth, over the Southern Alps to the 

section between Arthur’s Pass (140 kms from Christchurch and 
altitude 2,417 ft–737 m..) and Springfield (71 kms from 
Christchurch and altitude 1258’–383 m.). We see a Kb class (b 
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meaning a booster attached to the trailing engine bogie to increase 
tractive effort at low speeds) on an Up Goods in the grand 
landscape of the Alps, heading from Cora-Lynn Loop (125.5 kms) 
towards Cass (116 kms). At first the train, seen in the distance, is 
going at a fair speed, but, as we move quite close, we see and hear 
the Kb hard at work on steeper grades. Although Cass is lower in 
altitude than Cora Lynn, there is a significant grade for Up trains, 
as well as Down trains, between the two places. 

 
[6] The Ja class (a indicating post-war series, built from 1946 - 1956) 

are the main players in the rest of the scenes in this Part of Steam 
Times 5. These handsome 4-8-2s were the ultimate in N.Z. 
locomotive development; like the Ks, the Js have relatively small 
driving wheels of 4’6” diameter, but their capability of real 
speeding was legendary, as we’ll see in the next shot! In this shot 
we see a Ja with a Down Goods between Darfield (48 kms) and 
Springfield (71 kms). 

 
[7] Here is a shot of one of the fastest steam trains I have ever 

witnessed! We knew that the Up Invercargill – Christchurch South 
Island Limited was due, as we travelled south through the 
Canterbury Plains, some 25 kms south of Christchurch, so we 
decided to stop and wait for it. No sooner had we climbed out of the 
car than a distant whistle and a roar was heard. I raced to get the 
movie camera and tape recorder out of their bag and just managed 
to catch the speeding train. How often have you seen such a speed? 
And with 4’6” driving wheels on 3’6” track!  

 
[8] We see Ja  1263 in a more or less silhouette shot, heading an Up 

Goods near Studholme (200 kms).  
 
 Caversham, a suburb just under 5 kms south of Dunedin (370 kms 

south of Christchurch), is the centre for the next eight shots. 
Caversham saw quite a number of stopping and through steam 
trains in 1965 and was an ideal place to capture both visual and 
audio images. Trains approaching Caversham were climbing a 1 in 
80 grade that eased considerably through the station and then 
steepened to 1 in 100 after the station. The shots are from the 
station itself or to the south or north of it. 

 
[9] We now see another class, the Ab Pacifics (built 1915–1925), many 

of which could be seen working at this time in the South Island. 
An Ab passes through Caversham with a suburban run to Mosgiel 
(17.5 kms from Dunedin). 
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[10] It is followed by another Ab on a Down Goods. 
 
[11] A Ja follows soon after with the Up South Island Limited. 
 
[12] Another Ab leaves Caversham with a Mosgiel train. 
 
[13] A Ja on the late running Down South Island Limited roars 

through the station. 
 
[14] It is followed by an Ab on a Passenger and... 
 
[15] ...another Ja on a Down passenger (the 5.10 p.m. to Mosgiel) and 

finally... 
 
[16] ...a very clean (quite unusual!) Ja 1268 on a Down Goods. It was 

probably just out of “shops”. 
 

We now leave the Dunedin area and head further south, in the 
area near Invercargill (594 kms). 
 

[17] Ab 832 heads an Up Goods on the lengthy Invercargill–Kingston 
(140 kms) Line, near Caroline, 66 kms from Invercargill. 

 
[18] The train is seen again, further south, as the day draws to a close. 
 
[19] Referring to the South Island Limited, a quote from a 

contemporary Timetable states: “Between Oamaru and Dunedin, a 
hilly and particularly scenic section of the line, twin-unit diesel-
electric locomotives are used during the summer months, when 
steam heating of the train is not required.” This section is 125 
kms, but for the remaining 469 kms, the train in 1965/6 was steam 
hauled by Ja class. In this shot we see Ja 1273 charging through 
McNab, 69 kms north of Invercargill, with the Up S.I.L. 

 
[20] A little further on we see the S.I.L. again, in verdant country, with 

a light plane doing some manoeuvering.  
 
[21] The train is seen a little further on, in similar lush looking 

countryside. 
 

[22] The S.I.L. is now making a spirited departure from Balclutha (84 
kms from Invercargill).   1 in 82. 

 
[23] A J heads an Up Goods near Timaru (161 kms south from 

Christchurch). 
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 We are now in the city of Christchurch, the northern terminus of 

the South Island Limited’s route. 
 
[24] A lengthy overnight train from Christchurch to the south is seen 

just a short distance out of Christchurch station. I’m not sure if 
this was one of the two regular overnight trains or a special for 
Christmas. 

 
[25] The Up South Island Limited clanks towards the terminus after 

its long journey from Invercargill. 
 
 The last two shots were taken on the North Island on the east 

coast near Napier (320 kms from Wellington). Despite much less 
steam about, I managed to catch a couple of movements. 

 
[26] Ka 959 (oil fired) leaves Napier, crossing a bridge in windy 

weather.  
 
[27] The last glimpse of NZ steam has J 1206 on a Down Goods near 

Eskdale (19 kms north of Napier). Steam had only a short time left 
on the North Island, with a little longer in the South. We had 
made our trip at the right time! 

 
The last Part of Steam Times 5 moves back to Europe. It is March 
1973 and I have been fortunate enough to land a free trip to West 
Germany (as it was then), as a foreign language teacher, to study in 
Munich for 6 weeks. At the conclusion of the Course, I took advantage 
of the 10 free days before returning to Australia to travel on a Eurail 
Pass and capture some steam! While most of the Bundesrepublik’s 
railway system (DB) was handled by electric, and to a lesser extent, 
diesel traction, the increase in traffic in the early 70s meant that 
steam lasted quite a lot longer than in most other European countries. 
And it still handled passenger trains, some on quite fast schedules, as 
well as goods traffic. As at early 1973, there were still over 1000 steam 
engines in use. As I discovered later on, winter was probably a good 
time to see and photograph steam in Germany: apparently the steamy 
areas were overrun in the summer, whereas I saw hardly a soul! The 
cold and sometimes murky weather were more than made up for by 
steam in the snow and not having to share my vantage points! 
Incidentally, a year later would have been quite a different picture, as 
far as steam was concerned! Hof would lose its 001s before long, and 
the overall percentage of traffic operated by steam in the 
Bundesrepublik would shrink considerably. 
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Steam was progressively being confined to some areas rather than 
being spread out over the country, and in these areas traffic was quite 
intense. Three areas that I managed to spend some time in were: (1) 
the north of Bavaria around Hof, quite near the East German border, 
from where steam operated south-west to Bamberg (127 kms from Hof) 
and on some other lines; (2) near Bebra, about half way along the 800+ 
km main line from Munich to Hamburg, and from where there was an 
important connection to East Germany (the DDR) and (3) in the far 
north-west, especially from Rheine to Emden and then Norddeich, on 
the North Sea, a distance of 178 kms.  
 
[1] The first shot was taken from a train travelling south-west from 

Hof,  which, at this time, near the end of steam in West Germany, 
was the place to see the 001 class 2 cylinder Pacifics at work. 241 
of these fine engines were built over a long period, from 1925 to 
1937. Many of them were rebuilt from 1951, and had some 
internal improvements and some external differences. I heard 
from some engine crews that they preferred the unrebuilt engines. 
The engines had driving wheels of 2000mm diameter and had a 
horsepower rating of 2240 H.P. (1647 kW) We’re travelling 
through the hilly Thüringerwald (Thuringian Forest) and winter is 
still around us. 

 
[2] There is some singling of the track between Hof and 

Marktschorgast and, at Falls(?), we wait for a Down train that 
charges past from the single-line track. 

 
[3] Then, it’s off again through the snow covered countryside.  Despite 

what it looks like at first, the sun is shining and we can see the 
weak wintry sunlight casting shadows as we head towards 
Marktschorgast, the summit of an 8 kilometre climb at 1 in 40 in 
the Down direction from Neuenmarkt-Wirsberg. 

 
[4] Marktschorgast is the vantage point for the next hour or two, as 

we witness trains climbing up the grade, called the Schiefe Ebene  
(inclined plane). The first train is coming at quite a reasonable 
pace, so it must have a banker. Sure enough, the 001’s train has a 
V100 diesel, unattached, pushing at the rear of the train. Its horn 
is blown after the train has passed the station, no doubt to let the 
train engine driver know that it is now stopping its assistance. 
Notice the German convention of having an engine’s motion 
painted red and also the European convention of a yellow stripe 
along some carriages or sections of carriages to indicate 1st Class.   
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[5] The next train is seen a fair way down the grade, and its slower 
pace, but not much slower beat, indicates not only no pusher but 
also a different class of engine. Up comes an 050 class 2-10-0. The 
2 cylinder 2-10-0s were the standard freight engine of the DB and 
over 10,000 were built from 1938 until 1949. Despite their wheel 
arrangement, and a driving wheel diameter of only 1400 mm 
(4’7”), the 50s were often seen on local passenger trains, as they 
were allowed a maximum speed of 80 kms per hour and they were 
allowed to run in reverse up to the same maximum speed!  

 
[6] The next train approaches, and it is an Up train, possibly the 

Frankenland  (E658) to Saarbrücken in the far west of Germany 
and 539 kms from Hof. It is double headed by two 001s, the second 
of which is a rebuilt version. The double heading would probably 
for balancing purposes, there being no need for two engines on the 
Up journey to Bamberg. 

 
[7] It’s back to Down trains, and it is starting to snow as an 001, 

unassisted, lifts its train up through Marktschorgast, a shunter in 
the goods yard waving to the engine crew. 

 
[8] We’re at the bottom of the Schiefe Ebene, in what seems distinctly 

different weather, at Neuenmarkt-Wisberg station. An 050 class 
starts its Down train from the station as an 001 passes through on 
the other side with the Up Frankenland. 

 
[9] We’ve now finished our first visit to Hof and the surrounding 

country and have left to travel to the far north west of West 
Germany. But, on the way, there is a chance to see East German 
steam on the line from Communist East Germany into West 
Germany at Bebra, close to the East German border. In this shot 
we are on the way from Hof on the Frankenland on the stretch 
between Lichtenfels and Bamberg, where steam haulage finishes. 
This is one of the very few sections of European track where steam 
is tabled at 60m.p.h. (96.5 kms) start to stop. A couple of years 
earlier, the average for some of the steam hauled trains on this 
stretch was even higher. 

 
[10] On reaching Bebra, I caught a railbus, whose destination I cannot 

remember, but it did let me off before the border! I then walked 
back some distance before setting up to take a couple of shots, as I 
knew that there would be a train coming from the DDR and then 
two going east. The line passes through heavily wooded country 
and rises on a medium grade from Bebra to the border. It was 
sunny, but very cold! Soon I heard a train coming down the grade: 
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as expected from some earlier research, it was headed by one of 
the handsome East German rebuilds of the 01 class, the 015. The 
three trains photographed on this winter Saturday were all hauled 
by 015s and all were quite lengthy. One of the engine’s crew gave 
me a long and not altogether friendly look! 

 
[11] Not long after, the business-like exhaust of an 015 pounding up 

the grade could be heard coming from Bebra towards the border. 
 
[12] There was now quite a time before the next train was due, so I 

walked towards Bebra, to pass the time and to try to get a little 
warm. The forest was beginning to thin out as the last train I 
caught came up the grade. Another train for the DDR left Bebra 
station later in the day, double headed, but I could get only a still 
shot of that!  

 
As I had a Eurail Pass, to save money on accommodation I caught 
a train from Bebra to Munich, and then an overnight train from 
there to the north, arriving at Rheine the next morning and then 
catching a train to the North Sea. This was steam territory again, 
the two classes that I saw in action being the oil fired 3 cylinder 
012 Pacifics and 043 2-10-0s. It was an 012 that took me from 
Rheine to Emden and Norddeich and then back 100+ kms to the 
little town of Lathen, where I spent the night in a hotel, in an 
upstairs room that overlooked the busy line. After taking a couple 
of stills from the room, in the morning, I ventured out to spend the 
time taking movies. 
 

[13] The first shot in 3 cylinder territory is of an 012 leaving Lathen on 
an Up Passenger (E1806?) to Rheine. As at 1973, the 012s were 
the most powerful engines in West Germany, goods engines 
included. Their driving wheel diameter, like the 01s, was 2000 mm 
and their horsepower was rated at 2450 (1801 kW). It was 
fascinating hearing a 3 cylinder engine’s rapid, syncopated beat 
again! It reminded you how unfortunate it was that 3 cylinder 
5711 was not preserved in working order in NSW! 

 
[14] An 043 comes next, conveying a 2000 tonne iron ore train. I did 

see one or two 4000 tonne double headed by 043s, but didn’t catch 
one when I was filming movies. 

 
[15] Another 043 charges along with its ore train. 
 
[16] The earlier sunny morning turned into an overcast, bitterly cold 

day, but it was still good to be watching busy steam hauled traffic. 
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For the next few shots I walked a kilometre or two along a road in 
the Up direction. The next two shots are of 012s on Express trains 
going really fast, in the same league as the J in the New Zealand 
shot [7]. This shot of a Down train (D734?) was taken in a field 
some distance from the line. 

 
[17] For the next three shots, the vantage point is right beside the 

track. The first shot is of an Up Passenger (D735?) that looked and 
sounded as if it was going at about 130 kms per hour, which is 
possibly the steam maximum allowed. 

 
[18] An 043 then comes along with an Up Goods train. This is followed 

by... 
 
[19] ...another 043, but this time the ore train is just chortling along at 

a very relaxed pace.  
 
[20] We now move back to Lathen, from where I am due to catch a 

train (E1630?) south to eventually reach Hof again. The light is 
starting to fade, but I know there is a Down train (E180?) to catch 
on movie. And it is running late, a rare thing in Germany in 1973. 
Fortunately it arrives in time for a shot of it leaving, before my 
train is due. And what a performance: in typical German fashion, 
there is no whistle, only the guard’s (or station staff’s) whistle. The 
driver, anxious to make up time and get back to Norddeich as soon 
as possible, opens up and the big, black engine goes into a violent 
skid; the regulator is quickly shut and then, just a second or two 
after, the engine is opened up again. This time the train roars 
away with not a hint of a skid, the exhaust seeming to get louder 
as the train accelerates into the murky distance. Its 3 cylinder 
exhaust continued to consume all other sounds for quite a time, 
but I had to pack camera and recorder away and hurry to the 
platform to get my train. I read (or heard) somewhere that the 
012s, like certain other engines around the world, had the 
nickname of “whispering giants”! For the 012s, no way!  

 
[21] Back to the Schiefe Ebene and it’s back to snow, but the 

temperature is no lower than the last couple of days in the north. 
The vantage point is less than a kilometre west of Marktschorgast, 
down the 1 in 40, and the train is a double headed Down 
Passenger, possibly the Frankenland (E659). The snow dampens 
sound, and we hear the engines only as they come close. They 
make quite an audio impression as they pass, and we follow them 
as they charge up the grade and cause a pedestrian on the 
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overbridge near the station to delay his crossing until the smoke 
clears. 

 
[22] The next morning is the start of the last day in Germany, as I 

have to be in Frankfurt for the flight home to Australia in the 
evening. However, there is time for one last shot, as an 001 on an 
Up Passenger makes a steamy departure from Hof station, with 
that rarity, a whistle, heard as the train steams into the distance. 

 
It is now really the end of Steam Times 5, but there is an “extra”, a 
bonus  Part that is  obviously “different”, yet “the same” in spirit: in 
the 1970s, there were two air services out of Sydney that were really 
unusual and one could say, relics of the past! The services went to two 
islands in the Tasman Sea, one to Lord Howe Island, some 750 kms off 
the NSW coast and Norfolk Island, further to the north-east, some 
1800 kms away. Why both of these islands were serviced by 
comparatively large piston engined planes, generally considered 
obsolete in the jet era, was because of the landing facilities at the time 
on the two islands. Lord Howe Island did not have a suitable airfield, 
so that the only way to transport a viable cargo of passengers and 
freight was by flying boat. The only flying boats suitable and available 
were two 42 passenger Short S-25V Sandringham 4s, which had been 
around since the latter war years and were probably getting past their 
serviceable age limit. Norfolk Island’s airfield was suitable only for a 
plane like the Douglas DC4 Skymaster, because of the short runway 
and contemporary regulations regarding twin engined aircraft and 
long ocean crossings. So, here we have two four engined piston planes 
taking off from Sydney, with sights and sounds that are now very 
rarely heard! 
 
The first scene is at Rose Bay, on the south side of Sydney Harbour 
east. It is the autumn of 1974, with the end of the flying boat era 
coming in September. The Sandringham is seen “taxiing” north from 
its base, with its engines revving up and then dying away as it 
approaches its take off point. Then a roar takes over from all other 
sounds as the elegant old lady heads into the southern sky before 
turning to the east. This service was the last scheduled flying boat 
service in the world, and the comfort of the Sandringhams was 
reported to be quite a contrast to what people often call the jet era’s 
“cattle class”! 
 
The second “bonus” scene, and the last in this DVD, is at Sydney’s 
Kingsford Smith Airport. It is early 1977. Passengers for the DC4 to 
Norfolk do not proceed through a series of “tunnels” to step straight 
into their plane. Because the DC4 is positioned a distance away from 
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the new-style jet era embarkation area, passengers are transported by 
bus to the aircraft and then climb up the “gang plank”. With the 
passengers aboard, the navigation lights on the DC4 start to flash and 
the four engines are started one at a time amid clouds of blue smoke, 
and backfiring, and other noises from the elderly plane’s engines. Then 
the DC4 slowly leaves its area and turns north to reach its take off 
point. Soon we see it in the distance as it accelerates and approaches, 
and we wonder if we’ll hear its take off, with all the airport din around. 
But, as soon as it passes the Qantas Jumbo in the foreground, its roar 
takes over, as did the flying boat’s. After it climbs and circles out of 
sight of the camera, it reappears as it heads east on its long journey to 
Norfolk Island. The DC4 service ended soon after these shots, at the 
end of February. And, appropriately, the end of this scene is also the 
end of this final Steam Times production! 

 
################################################# 

 
The assistance of Ian Dunn in determining the location of some shots 
and their timing, and sundry other matters, is gratefully 
acknowledged. We have attempted to be as accurate as possible in 
these Notes, but there can be errors, as has been mentioned in the 
introduction, especially in this particular production, in which all the 
scenes are set in areas that are not the home territory of the 
photographer, and where some shots date back to the late 1950s! 
Please write or fax to the address/number given at the end of these 
Notes if you have any observations/corrections you would like to make, 
or if you would like to express an opinion about Steam Times 5. 
Please contact us, also, if you would like to be kept up to date with the 
release of future productions, as foreshadowed below. 

 
We are now at the end of the Steam Times series, for the simple and 
very good reason that we have no suitable footage left! There is footage 
taken on special steam tours, but we feel that this is not the “real 
stuff” compared with footage of regular operations. The only tour shots 
in Steam Times 5 are (i) the coverage of Tasmania, where all regular 
steam operations had ceased when I first had the opportunity to go 
there, and (ii) the 500 class tour in South Australia, which was the 
first and only opportunity for many from interstate to see and hear 
these wonderful engines in action. 

 
It is now almost six years ago since the mammoth task of transferring 
thousands of feet of 8mm movie film to video was begun. And more 
than half of that time was spent on getting the sound right, so 
essential did we feel that sound was. Thank goodness most of the audio 
was recorded at the same time as the visual, but it still took much of 
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the effort expended on the series. For sound where there was none 
simultaneously recorded, the time taken was truly unbelievable, e.g. 
six hours for 12 seconds of footage! That’s how much we feel that 
appropriate sound is absolutely vital! It seems that our customers 
agree! 

 
Yet to come with Trains Alive productions are DVD versions of the 
popular RailView series, which were produced from 1993 until 1999, 
covering the then contemporary Australian railway scene from 1987 to 
1989 and 1992 to 1999. Whether this series will actually come out on 
DVD depends on whether it is seen to be financially viable. It is almost 
certain, however, that RailView 13, looking at NSW from 1989 until 
1991, will be produced in DVD format to fill the gap that presently 
exists. 
 
A.Astle, Springwood, April 2007 
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the effort expended on the series. For sound where there was none 
simultaneously recorded, the time taken was truly unbelievable, e.g. 
six hours for 12 seconds of footage! That’s how much we feel that 
appropriate sound is absolutely vital! It seems that our customers 
agree! 

 
Yet to come with Trains Alive productions are DVD versions of the 
popular RailView series, which were produced from 1993 until 1999, 
covering the then contemporary Australian railway scene from 1987 to 
1989 and 1992 to 1999. Whether this series will actually come out on 
DVD depends on whether it is seen to be financially viable. It is almost 
certain, however, that RailView 13, looking at NSW from 1989 until 
1991, will be produced in DVD format to fill the gap that presently 
exists. 
 
A.Astle, Springwood, April 2007 
 

*************************************************** 
 

Steam Times 5 
 

From 
 

TRAINS ALIVE 
 

 
 

               “This is what it was like!” 
 
 

TRAINS ALIVE 
P.O. Box 315 

SPRINGWOOD NSW 2777 
Ph: (02) 4751 2443 
Fax: (02) 4751 2250 

 
 

 
 




